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Israel has a strong army. No one can deny that. But on 
the eve of the attack on Iran, the Prime Minister of tiny 
Israel stood at the Western Wall of the temple in 
Jerusalem and prayed to God. The shofar was blown 
and trumpets sounded. 

That week, the Jewish people read Numbers 10: “When 
you go to war in your land against the enemy who 
oppresses you, you shall blow the trumpets and be 
remembered before the Lord your God, so that you may be 
saved from your enemies” (verse 9). Only then did Israel 
dare to fight against the revolutionary regime in 
Tehran, trusting deeply in the Lord.

It is the time of the Messiah, say the Jews, and they are 
right. But in that time, darkness will also cover the 
earth and gloom the peoples. The ancient dragon is 
rising once more. The spirit of antisemitism is 
spreading throughout the world. It has been hidden for 
a long time, but now it is allowed to show itself again: 
unadulterated hatred of Jews in the form of anti-
Zionism. Satan is a master in the use of words; he 
always has been. Time and again, he presents lies as 
truth. But the Word of God is so much more powerful, 
and all God’s promises are sure and certain. And the 
end is the Light that breaks through above Jerusalem.

How relevant are the words of Joel: “The Lord roars from 
Zion and raises His voice from Jerusalem. (...) The Lord is a 

refuge for His people. And you will know that I am the 
Lord your God, who dwells on Zion!” (Joel 3:16-17).

We live in a prophetic time and we take our stand in it: 
with persistent prayer and blessing, we form a circle of 
light around the Jewish people. Together with our 
sisters and brothers all over the world, together with 
Israel itself and together with all believers in Iran.

For let us not forget: the Lord is doing a great work in 
Tehran. Millions have come to faith and love Israel. 
How could it be otherwise? The two always go 
together. God is establishing His throne in Iran. In the 
last days, the Lord will do this (Jeremiah 49:38-39). He 
has promised it.

“The Lord is a refuge for His people.”
Joel 3:16
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Only God Can Solve Gaza Dilemma
  Andrew Tuckern

International Editor | Christians for Israel

In early July, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu made his third visit to the 
White House since President Trump 
entered his second term as President. 
Despite the many speculations, the visit 
did not result—at least publicly—in 
major breakthroughs or announcements 
in respect of the many issues that were 
canvassed in the meetings between 
Netanyahu and Trump and their teams 
—such as the future of the Gaza conflict 
with Hamas, Abraham Accords, and 
relations with Syria, and Iran.  
It had been expected that an agreement 
would be announced concerning the 
future of the war with Hamas, including 
a ceasefire and release of the remaining 
hostages (Hamas continues to hold 
around 50 hostages, of which probably 
only about twenty are still alive). Instead 
the two leaders announced that they 
‘hoped’ that a ceasefire would be 
negotiated with Hamas in the coming 
days.
Israel has consistently stated that its 
dual war aims are to release all of the 
hostages and to eliminate Hamas. 
However, now almost two years since 7 
October 2023, neither aim has been 
effectively achieved, and it appears that 
neither can be achieved. 
Hamas has control in Gaza at three 
levels: as a military army, as a guerilla 
organisation, and as thugs using brute 
force to keep control of the Gaza civilian 
population. Israel’s army has achieved 
success in destroying Hamas at the first 
level, but not at the second and third 
levels. Destroying Hamas’ capabilities to 
fight guerilla warfare is almost 
impossible to achieve (ambushes on IDF 
soldiers in the north of Gaza show that 
Hamas is strongly armed, and still able 
to carry out effective guerilla 

operations). It is impossible to entirely 
remove Hamas’ control of the 
Palestinian population through force. 

All of which means that the IDF 
campaign in Gaza is suffering from the 
law of diminishing returns. As Israel is 
engaged increasingly in a guerilla war in 
Gaza, more soldiers are being killed, for 
fewer returns. There is growing pressure 
on Netanyahu—international and 
domestic—to ‘cut his losses’ and reach a 
deal with Hamas that would not see its 
total destruction or perhaps not even 
the return of all the hostages. 

The situation on the ground in Gaza 
remains dire. As the IDF continues to 
destroy infrastructure (necessary, 
tragically, in order to eliminate Hamas’s 
tunnels and military installations), the 
people are increasingly destitute. 

Debate in Israel rages about how to 
proceed. Many demand that a deal be 
reached with Hamas under which the 
hostages are released. Others argue that 

the IDF must change tactics, and impose 
a siege that will separate the Hamas 
operatives from Gaza’s citizens. 

In the international community, there 
are growing calls for the recognition of a 
Palestinian state—which is absurd, given 
the Palestinians have proven that they 
cannot (and are not willing) to establish 
a stable government that seeks to co-
exist in peace with Israel. 

As Christians, we must bring this 
seemingly hopeless situation in prayer 
before the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. Let us pray for the hostages 
still held in Gaza. May they be 
protected and given miraculous 
strength to survive this horrendous 
ordeal. Pray for Israel’s enemies, that 
their hearts may be turned. Pray for 
Israel’s leaders, and for all the people of 
Israel. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
and for the coming of the Prince of 
Peace.
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l Pray for the release of the hostages who are still being 
held in Gaza. Pray that those who are still imprisoned 
will receive strength to persevere, and pray for 
comfort for the families and friends of the hostages.

l “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Pray 
that the time will soon come when Jesus will set His 
feet on the Mount of Olives and His kingdom of 
peace will come.

Israel and the Nations
l In the aftermath of Israel’s pre-emptive strike on Iran, 

ongoing rocket attacks have caused widespread 
devastation. Families are grieving the loss of loved 
ones, people have been injured, and homes and 
infrastructure have been destroyed. Pray for comfort 
for those in mourning, for healing of all who have 

suffered. Pray also for peace in the region.
l As the war in Gaza continues, more countries are 

distancing themselves from Israel, including some of 
its closest allies, who are growing increasingly critical. 
There is a growing lack of awareness or concern for 
the serious threats Israel continues to face. Pray that 
nations will recognise the complexity of the situation 
and renew their support for Israel. Pray also that 
countries currently hostile toward Israel will have a 
change of heart.

Christians for Israel
l Pray for God’s blessing on the work of our Aliyah 

fieldworker Koen Carlier and his team in Ukraine. In 
recent months, numerous Russian attacks have 
created an urgent need for emergency aid. Pray that 
many people will receive the help they need, and that 
the Aliyah from Ukraine to Israel will continue 
without hindrance.

For daily Prayer Points, go to: www.c4israel.org

 Hostage Square in Tel Aviv. | Photo: Miriam Alster/Flash90
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Israel Won this Round—but the 
War Against Iran is not Over

  Andrew Tuckern
International Editor | Christians for Israel

Within only 12 days, commencing on 13th 
June, in a highly sophisticated and 
complex operation that was Biblical in 
both its scope and effect, Israel succeeded 
to dismantle Iran’s nuclear programme. 
For decades, the Iranian regime had been 
working on creating the ability to 
produce a nuclear bomb that would 
potentially be directed against Israel.

In the first hours of the operation which 
it named ‘Rising Lion’, Israel took out 
Iran’s air force and air defences and 
killed a significant number of key 
Iranian military and IRGC leaders and 
nuclear scientists. In the succeeding 
days, Israeli fighter jets and drones 
swept Iranian airspace destroying many 
installations connected with the nuclear 
programme and wiping out most of 
Iran’s ballistic missiles and launchers.

The most significant military leader 
killed was the chief of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards’ air force, Brig. 
General Amir Ali Hajizadeh, who was 
killed alongside the rest of the top brass 
of the IRGC Aerospace Force— 
responsible for Iran’s ballistic missiles 
and drones—as they met in an 
underground command center to 
prepare Iran’s retaliation.

Operation Rising Lion, involving not 
only the Israeli defense forces and 
security but also a large number of 
Israeli operatives and Iranians in Iran 
had been in preparation in secret for 
years.

The campaign reached its peak on 22 
June, when—within just a few hours 
—United States B-2 bombers suddenly 
performed a ‘surgical’ operation 
dropping their massive ‘bunker buster’ 
bombs to destroy Iran’s Fordo Uranium 
enrichment plant buried deep 
underground. Simultaneously, nuclear 
submarines stationed just outside the 
Persian Gulf fired 30 Tomahawk missiles 
at the already-damaged nuclear facilities 
of Natanz and Isfahan to finish their 
destruction.

The ‘bunker buster’ bombs used by the 
US were GBU-57 series MOP (Massive 
Ordnance Penetrator)—a 30,000-pound 
(14,000 kg) class, 20.5-foot-long (6.2 m) 
precision-guided missile developed by 
Boeing for the US Air force, composed 
of a BLU-127 bomb body and an 

integrated GPS/INS guidance package. 
Due to its size and weight, the GBU-57 
MOP can only be carried by the 
Northrop B-2 Spirit strategic bomber.

According to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), “The devastating 
US strike on Fordo destroyed the site’s 
critical infrastructure and rendered the 
enrichment facility inoperable. We 
assess that the American strikes on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities, combined with 

Israeli strikes on other elements of Iran’s 
military nuclear programme, have set 
back Iran’s ability to develop nuclear 
weapons by many years.”

While claiming victory, Israel has paid a 
huge price. In the following days, Iran 
intensively attacked Israeli civilian areas 
with missiles, causing massive damage. 
Twenty nine people were killed and 3238 
wounded. The country has been in 
effective lockdown. The war cost tens of 
billions of shekels. 15,000 Israelis were 
forced to evacuate their homes, and 
hundreds face a housing crisis.

On Monday, 23 June, President Trump 
suddenly announced a ceasefire 
between Israel and Iran, apparently 
brokered by Qatar in close coordination 
with China. Both Israel and Iran 
breached the first hours of the 
ceasefire—Israel rained bombs on key 
Iranian installations, and Iran continued 
to pour missiles on Israeli civilians. 
Tragically, after the announcement of 
the ceasefire, an Iranian missile struck a 
building in Beersheba early Tuesday 

morning, 24 June, killing an IDF soldier, 
his mother, and his partner. Cpl Eitan 
Zacks, 18, from Beersheba, was in 
combat training. His mother, Michal 
Zacks, was also killed, along with his 
partner, Noa Boguslavsky, from Arad. 
Two others were killed in the missile 
attack, and 20 people were injured as 
Iran fired three rounds of missiles into 
Beersheba between 4:45 and 7:10 am, 
past the time that the ceasefire was 
intended to begin at 7 am.

For the time being, hostilities between 
Israel and Iran have ceased. But the war 
is not over. The Iranian revolutionary 
regime is still in power. Ayatollah 
Khamenei is still alive and kicking. The 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) has been badly damaged but not 
destroyed. Furthermore, much of Iran’s 
stockpile of enriched uranium may 
already have been spirited out of the 
Fordo, Isfahan and Natanz sites before 
they were bombed.

President Trump has called for renewed 
negotiations with the Iranian regime, to 
reach a conclusive deal to end Iran’s 
nuclear programme. So far, the Iranians 
have refused the offer. In fact, Ayatollah 
Khamenei has claimed victory in the 
war. He said that US President Donald 
Trump had ‘exaggerated’ the impact of 
strikes on Iranian nuclear sites, and 
threatened to repeat the ‘slap’ his 
country had dealt American forces in 
the region. The regime has declared its 
determination to rebuild their nuclear 
programme.

Israel has said it achieved all of its 
military objectives but will strike Iran 
again if necessary.

Israel Under Fire

Since the war broke out on 7 October 
2023, nearly 30,000 projectiles have 
been fired at Israel—10,000 from Gaza, 
17,150 from Lebanon, 45 from Syria and 
around 50 from Yemen. This excludes 
projectiles that fell outside Israeli 
territory (e.g. from Iran) and the many 
anti-tank missiles launched at northern 
Israel by Hezbollah. | Photo: Flash 90

Person of the Year
Ukraine has declared the Israeli 
Ambassador Michael Brodsky ‘Person 
of the Year 2024'. He recently received 
the award in Kyiv for his “important 
contribution to the development and 
support of the humanitarian, 
partnership, and friendly relations with 
Ukraine”. The award was presented by 
the former Ukrainian Ambassador in 
Israel, Hennadij Nadolenko. 

Unique Mosaic
A 1600-year-old mosaic in the South of 
Israel, discovered in 1990, can now be 
viewed permanently by audiences 
following restoration. The mosaic, once 
part of a convent from the Byzantine 
era, consists of 55 beautifully detailed 
medallions with hunting scenes, 
mythological creatures, fruit baskets 
and scenes of daily life. Experts believe 
that the convent flourished thanks to 
the production of wine. At excavations 
in the vicinity a large wine press and 
storage jars have been found.

Fewer Inhabitants

Be’er Sheva, in the South of Israel, has 
seen a slight population decline. By 
the end of 2023, it had 219,000 
inhabitants, making it the 8th largest 
city in Israel—down from 5th in 1995. 
While cities near Tel Aviv are 
experiencing rapid growth, Be’er 
Sheva, also called the ‘Capital of the 
Negev’, remains the largest city of the 
South, although its status seems to be 
slightly eroding. According to the 
city’s mayor previous governments 
lacked interest in the development of 
the city. | Photo: Shutterstock

Short News
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  The scene where a missile fired from Iran hit and caused damage in Tel Aviv, 16 June 2025. | Photo: Flash90

While claiming victory, Israel has paid a 
huge price. Twenty nine people were killed 
and 3238 wounded. 
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Israel’s strikes in defense of the minority’s communities 
across the border attest to a deepening bond, according 
to locals in the Druze village of Majdal Shams.

As millions of Israelis resumed routines and activities 
interrupted by the war with Iran, life ground to a halt last 
week in the Druze communities of the Golan Heights.

A massacre perpetrated on 13 July, in which hundreds 
of Druze Syrians were reportedly murdered, has shaken 
Majdal Shams, a picturesque town that’s home to most 
of the Golan’s 20,000-odd Druze residents, many of 
whom have relatives across the border.

“This is our 7 October,” Sari Halabi, whose home in 
Majdal Shams is situated 45 metres from the border 
fence, told JNS on 17 July. “Life froze. We keep 
watching the videos that the terrorists took of 
themselves butchering our families, feeling angry, 
anxious and completely destabilised.”

Alongside the grief and shock that has struck this 
community, many here feel proud of and grateful for 
Israel’s robust intervention to stop the massacres—on 
16 July, the Israel Air Force struck key regime targets in 
Damascus—and optimistic that the Druze of Syria and 
Israel would unite in the wake of the massacres.

Following the 13 July massacre in Sweida, a 
predominantly Druze city in southern Syria, hundreds 
of Druze living on the Israeli side of the border briefly 
crossed into Syria without permission out of concern 
for their families there, as dozens from that country 
entered Israel to seek safety and see relatives, though 
most were later returned.

Elsewhere in Israel, Druze citizens, of which Israel has 
about 150,000, declared a general strike, blocked roads 
and demonstrated, demanding Israel act to rescue their 
kin. The protest subsided after Israel struck Damascus 
on 16 July, prompting the Syrian authorities to 
announce a ceasefire as security forces were deployed 
to Sweida to end the violent clashes.

Still, the unrest underlined the deep impact that events 
in Syria have on Israel’s Druze community—a minority 
that has distinguished itself with loyalty to the Jewish 
state, including via active and meaningful military 
service.

Despite the illegal border breach on 15 July and the 
protests, the Druze attachment to Syria “is an asset to 
Israel, not a liability,” said Halabi, a 38-year-old father 
of three. “This attachment opens the path to many 
things, which I think the terrible massacre has brought 
closer, including a Druze autonomy fighting and 
flourishing alongside Israel” on the Syrian side of the 
border, he said.

This is because “the massacre will help settle an 
internal debate within the Druze community in Syria, 
and it will lead to more support for autonomy and self-
reliance,” said Halabi. Autonomy, he explained, means 
deepening the alliance with Israel, which is the only 
major power interested in a Druze-run buffer entity 
along its northeastern border.

These geopolitical calculations weren’t Halabi’s first 
reaction to the massacre.

“I was just sitting there watching the horror videos, one 
by one. Just like we all did on 7 October,” he said, 

referencing the invasion into Israel by thousands of 
Hamas-led terrorists, who murdered some 1,200 
people and abducted another 251, often while 
documenting their own war crimes with body cameras 
and cell phones.

Faced with a stream of images of similar atrocities 
coming out of Syria, hundreds of Golan Druze gather 
in the evenings on the eastern edge of Majdal Shams, 
near Halabi’s home, where Syrian territory is a stone’s 
throw away. There, they fly Druze flags, share 
impressions, talk to foreign and local media and survey 
with their own eyes their communities across the 
border.

On Thursday, Druze men, some of them wearing 
balaclavas, ejected Al Jazeera reporters from the town as 
Israeli troops and police officers guarding the border 
fence looked on.

“This is not news. This is reconnaissance. They’re 
collecting information for the enemy,” one young 
Druze man told JNS of Al Jazeera, the Qatari anti-Israel 
network.

Security is a concern in Majdal Shams, especially after a 
Hezbollah rocket killed 12 children at a soccer field 
here last year. A nearby square commemorates the 
victims with a statue of a soccer ball adorned with a 
crown comprising 24 angel wings. Many here say 
Hezbollah targeted the field and timed the rocket to 
produce maximum effect.

During last year’s state commemoration of the victims 
of the war that erupted on 7 October, a resident of 
Majdal Shams, Luna Rabbah, represented the town 
when she sang a verse in the memorial song “Etzlenu 
Bagan” (In Our Garden.)

On the border fence, her father, Abdullah, showed the 
video proudly to a reporter. “The past few terrible days 
followed a very difficult year,” said Abdulla Rabah. “But 
it led to an act of brotherly courage that, even though it 
came too late, will be remembered for generations and 
saved many lives,” he said of the Israeli strikes in 
Damascus, including on the Syrian army’s general staff 
headquarters.

The Syrian regime, led by Ahmed al-Sharaa, a former 

al-Qaeda jihadist terrorist who rose to power in 
December, “sent an army south of Damascus, into the 
area that should be demilitarised, and it began to 
massacre the Druze. We could not accept this in any 
way,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
in a statement on 17 July about the strikes, which 
Syrian sources said killed dozens of people.

The strikes were out of character for Israel, which very 
rarely uses military force in defense of non-citizens. 
Some find the strikes puzzling. “I don’t know what to 
make of it,” said Ilham, a Druze woman in her fifties 
who preferred not to give her last name. “Maybe it’s 
some political plan involving Netanyahu, (US President 
Donald) Trump, al-Sharaa and the Saudis. I don’t 
believe it was about the Druze,” she said.

Many Druze in Israel say they feel discriminated 
against or unheeded, especially following the passing of 
a law in 2018 that states that Israel is the nation state of 
the Jewish People, a formulation some Druze argue is 
discriminatory.

Rabah believes that the strikes in Damascus were 
indeed meant to protect the Druze in Syria, and as such 
were “an unprecedented act of solidarity that will usher 
in a new level of integration and fraternity between 
Jews and Druze.”

Israel’s intervention “will turn a new leaf also for the 
Golan Druze,” he said, predicting a run on Israeli 
citizenship.

Most Golan Druze have to date declined citizenship, 
clinging to an official narrative of being Syrian citizens 
under occupation while de facto integrating into Israel 
and plugging enthusiastically into its economy. 
However, increasing numbers of Golan Druze have 
taken up Israeli citizenship in recent years as the 
prospect of being returned to Syria became 
increasingly unlikely. 

“I’m optimistic,” said Rabah, who came to the border 
wearing a cap emblazoned with the Druze flag on the 
front and the Israeli one on the back. “Just like Israel 
emerged from 7 October much stronger than it was 
before, so too will the Druze—and their eternal alliance 
with Israel,” he added.

“This is Our 7 October,” Golan Druze 
Say of Massacres in Syria

August 2025 | Israel & Christians Today
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 Druze residents protest near the Israeli-Syrian border in solidarity with their community in Syria, in Majdal Shams, 16 July 2025. | Photo: Flash90.
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The Need to Acknowledge 
Muslim Antisemitism

  Melanie Phillipsn
Journalist | JNS

Britain may be an outlier for now, but 
America is not far behind.

(3 July 2025) This week, Britain has been 
consumed by the appalling spectacle at 
the Glastonbury Festival, where the rap 
duo Bob Vylan led thousands in chanting 
“Death, death to the IDF,” alongside 
vicious remarks about Jews and Zionists.

While most politicians condemned the 
incitement to murder, many tempered 
their outrage by criticising Israel’s 
conduct. Labour minister Wes Streeting 
said that while violence couldn’t be 
justified, Israel’s actions had made it hard 
for allies to offer support, adding that the 
Israeli embassy should “get your own 
house in order.”

Yet it’s precisely that demonisation of 
Israel—fueled by an unrelenting stream 
of lies and distortions—that incites 
many to endorse the murder of Israelis.

Further evidence came this week when 
Channel 4 screened a film about Gaza 
that the BBC had previously abandoned 
after it emerged that the narrator of an 
earlier version was the son of Hamas’s 
deputy agriculture minister. Channel 4’s 
version was pure Hamas propaganda, 
accusing the Israel Defence Forces of 
deliberately bombing Gaza hospitals 
—without noting that Hamas had turned 
those hospitals into terrorist hubs, 
making them legitimate military targets 
and examples of Hamas war crimes.

Not only did Channel 4 air this travesty, 
but over 400 media and entertainment 
figures, including 111 BBC journalists, 
signed a letter to BBC management 
claiming its decision to drop the film 
“demonstrates, once again, that the BBC 
is not reporting ‘without fear or favour’ 
when it comes to Israel.” They even 
called for the removal of BBC board 
member Robbie Gibb, citing a “conflict of 
interest” because he had previously been 
on the board of The Jewish Chronicle.

Given the BBC’s long-standing hostility 
to Israel and distortion of its reporting, 
the signatories’ claim was 
Orwellian—evidence of the deranged 
discourse among obsessive Israel-haters.

To all this, many in Israel and America 
simply shake their heads and dismiss it 
as “bad things happening in other 
places.” There is a widespread belief in 
both countries that Britain is a lost 
cause and thus irrelevant.

Looking at the Labour government’s 
boycott and sanctions against Israel, the 
election of five MPs on a ‘Gaza-Palestine’ 
platform, or the British police’s failure to 

act against those chanting “Globalise the 
intifada” while arresting critics of Islam 
online, many Americans believe Britain 
has collapsed under the pressure of 
radicalised elements within its growing 
Muslim population.

As for Israelis, their contempt is barely 
concealed. In the midst of a bitter 
war—where Israel feels it is fighting for 
existential stakes—many express 
frustration at the lack of a coherent, 
timely response to the tsunami of 
falsehoods shaping British discourse. 
Israel’s long-standing inability to mount 
a compelling counter-narrative has left 
its reputation vulnerable.

Some in Israel’s political class argue that 
British culture is so historically and 
ineradicably antisemitic that trying to 
shift public opinion is pointless. But this 
is a serious mistake.

While true antisemites are immune to 
facts, many ordinary Britons have 
absorbed lies about Israel simply 
because no one ever told them the truth. 
This vacuum of accurate information 
has even led some in Britain’s Jewish 
community—longstanding supporters 
of Israel—to now believe that Israel has 
‘gone too far’, falling prey to relentless 
propaganda.

It’s also a mistake to assume that what 
happens in Britain stays in Britain. The 
UK remains a cultural leader across the 
English-speaking world. British trends 
have a habit of spreading to the US, 
Canada, and Australia.

The same ideological forces—what’s often 
called the ‘red-green alliance’ between the 
progressive left and radical Islam—that 
have reshaped Britain are also active in 
America. Just as that alliance overtook the 
Labour Party, it is increasingly dominant 
in the Democratic Party.

Recent events underscore this shift. 
Islamist and far-left figure Zohran 
Mamdani was selected as the official 
Democratic candidate for New York 
mayor. Meanwhile, at Columbia 
University, acting president Claire 
Shipman was forced to apologise after 
private texts showed she had questioned 
whether Jewish trustee Shoshana 
Shendelman was a ‘mole’ or a ‘fox in the 
henhouse’ during a debate about ending 
a pro-Palestinian encampment. Shipman 
also expressed a desire to add “somebody 
from the Middle East or who is Arab” to 
the board—raising troubling questions 
about identity politics and anti-Jewish 
suspicion in elite institutions.

The Palestinian cause has become a 
Trojan horse for radical Islam. It cloaks a 
death cult in the language of 

humanitarianism and anti-colonialism, 
falsely portraying Israel as an oppressor.

This entire narrative is false, yet it has 
become the default view of the West’s 
progressive elites. It rests on 
ignorance—of history, of Zionism, of 
the region. The Jews are the indigenous 
people of the land; Zionism is a 
decolonisation movement. And it rests 
on a deeper ignorance of the real cause 
of this enduring hatred: Muslim 
antisemitism.

All polling shows that antisemitism is 
far more prevalent in Muslim 
communities than elsewhere. Yet this 
truth is almost never spoken. It remains 
the elephant in the room. Diaspora Jews 
are reluctant to talk about it, even 
though they are targeted by it. And 
broader society remains silent, cowed by 
accusations of ‘Islamophobia’.

But now, the situation is growing so 
dangerous that this taboo is beginning 
to break. A recent report by Britain’s 
Counter Extremism Group, titled 
Islamist Antisemitism: A Neglected 
Hate, attempts to tackle this issue. It 
rightly notes: “The issue of inter-
minority prejudice is often regarded as 
too sensitive to address.”

The report acknowledges that hostility 
toward Jews in the Muslim world is 
rooted in Islamic religious texts. It notes 
that periods of Jewish security in Muslim 
lands were historically punctuated by 
times of oppression and pogroms.

It also highlights the disturbing 
historical links between Palestinian Arab 
leaders and the Nazis—connections that 
spawned the enduring lie of a Jewish 
genocide of Palestinian Arabs’. And it 
shows how Islamic extremists have 
weaponised the Palestinian cause to 
inflame hatred of Jews worldwide.

However, even this report falls short by 
focusing primarily on jihadi groups like 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. It avoids confronting the 
broader and more disturbing reality: 
antisemitism runs deep among many 
non-extremist, grassroots Muslims who 
may oppose violence but still hold toxic 
views about Jews.

Israel’s failure to counter libels has 
fueled the falsehood that Jews are 
uniquely violent, while obscuring the far 
more widespread antisemitism in the 
Muslim world.

Ignoring Muslim antisemitism has let a 
deadly falsehood spread, turning whole 
communities—not just extremists 
—against Jews. Unless Britain and 
America confront this openly, both may 
be lost.

Special Bible

The Shem Tov Bible, a monumental 
fourteenth-century manuscript, 
written by the kabbalist rabbi Shem 
Tov ben Abraham Ibn Gaon, is now on 
display in the National Library of Israel 
in Jerusalem. The codex, an artistic 
and scientific master piece, was 
revealed as part of the exhibition ‘A 
Treasury of Words’. The manuscript, 
that was completed in Soria, Spain in 
1312, reflects the intellectual and 
spiritual vitality of the Sephardic Jews. 
| Photo: National Library of Israel

UN Accused of 
Mafia-like Practices
The Israeli ambassador to the UN, 
Danny Danon, accused the UN of 
‘mafia-like’ attempts to check aid to the 
Gaza Strip. According to Danon the UN 
uses threats, intimidation and 
retaliation against NGO’s that choose 
to take part in the distribution of food 
via the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation 
(GHF). The GHF was recently 
established in the United States and is 
supported by Israel. Danon: “Not only 
has the UN refused to condemn Hamas 
for its attempts to sabotage the new 
aid centres, but the UN is also actively 
joining Hamas to block that aid.”

Bizarre Collection

An alarming report has revealed that 
British officials knowingly transferred 
tens of millions of pounds to UNICEF-
operations in Gaza, fully aware that 
Hamas would directly control the 
distribution of the funds. This is 
evidenced by documents held by the 
Israeli Channel 12. British civil servants 
explicitly acknowledge that their 
funding would be “executed by the 
Hamas-led Ministry of Social 
Development (MoSD)”, with UNICEF 
planning to “closely collaborate with 
the Ministry in distributing cash”. The 
revelations raise concerns about aid 
misuse and strengthening a terrorist 
organisation. | Photo: Shutterstock

Short News
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Iran has rich Biblical heritage. Iran, or 
Persia, is mentioned many times in the 
Bible, and features as a key component 
of God’s plans for His people. We first 
hear of Persia in the Bible in 2 
Chronicles 26 (King Cyrus) and then in 
Esther 1 (King Xerxes). There are 
mentions throughout the books of 2 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai and 
Zechariah—as well as references 
through the New Testament. Their 
physical evidence can be seen with the 
tombs of Esther, Daniel, Habakkuk 
and Cyrus the Great.
One of the most profound promises for 
modern-day Iran appears in Jeremiah’s 
prophecy concerning Elam, a region 
within ancient Persia. Jeremiah 49:39: 
“Yet I will restore the fortunes of Elam in 
days to come,” declares the Lord. Elam 
was located in what is now Khuzestan 
and Ilam Provinces in southwestern 
Iran. This verse continues to inspire 
hope that God’s redemptive plans for 
Iran are still unfolding today.
Iran was also home to the Biblical 
Kings of Persia who succeeded the 
Babylonian Empire (including the 
exiled Jewish people)—Cyrus the Great, 
Darius, Xerxes (Ahasuerus), Artaxerxes. 
Cyrus the Great, who established the 
Persian Empire in the 6th century BC, 
is named more than 20 times in the 
Bible and is uniquely referred to as 

God’s anointed, a term usually reserved 
for Israelite leaders. Isaiah 45:1: “This is 
what the Lord says to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to 
subdue nations before him …”

King Cyrus obeyed God’s command to 
allow the return of the Jewish people 
to their homes in Judah 70 years after 
their exile under the Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar. His Edict of 
Restoration in 538 BC (Ezra 1:1–4) 
enabled and helped them to return and 
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. This 
moment marks one of the clearest 
cases of God using a Gentile leader to 
fulfill His prophetic promises.

Daniel 6 also occurs under Persian rule, 
where Daniel serves under King Darius 
and survives the lions’ den. These 
stories showcase God’s sovereignty 
even under foreign empires.

In the New Testament, the Wise Men 
who came with their gifts to worship 
the baby Jesus were likely to have been 
Magi, Persian astronomers from Yazd, 
Southern Iran. These Magi would have 
been familiar with Old Testament 
prophecies and were known for 
studying the heavens to identify 
changes that would indicate significant 
events, such as a star! Their 
recognition of the Messiah’s star 
fulfilled the prophecy in Numbers 24:17: 
“A star shall come out of Jacob, and a 
scepter shall rise out of Israel.”

In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost the 
Holy Spirit gave utterance in the 
languages of ‘… devout men from every 
nation under heaven … Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites and residents of 
Mesopotamia…’ These groups were all 
from regions in modern-day Iran. This 
moment underscores the early 
inclusion of Iranians in the Gospel 
story and highlights Iran’s 
foundational role in the spread of 
Christianity.

As the early Church grew, Iran 
continued to be part of Biblical history. 
Iran was part of the church expansion 
led by the Apostle Thomas, who was 

identified as the ‘apostle to the 
Parthians’, as he was assigned to 
minister in Parthia, a region of 
northeast Iran. Church historian 
Origen wrote that “Thomas’ allotted 
field of labour was Parthia” where he 
worked alongside Bartholomew, 
planting seeds of faith in Persian 
territories before continuing his 
mission to India.

Iran’s Biblical legacy runs deep, from 
King Cyrus to the Magi to the early 
church. Could its God-given purpose 
be reawakening today?
Edited by Managing Editor. Originally published at: 
https://transformiran.com/learn/iran-in-the-bible/

Iran in the Bible

Iran, in its ancient forms (Elam, Media-
Persia, etc.), occupies a significant place 
in both Old and New Testament history: 
from the time of Abraham (Genesis 
includes references to eastern tribes) to 
the reigns of Persian kings such as Cyrus, 
Darius, and Artaxerxes, whose policies 
influenced the lives of exiled Israelites. 
This historical and Biblical connection 
forms the basis for prophecies that 
involve the territory we now call Iran.

Throughout Biblical prophecy and 
history, Iran (as Elam-Persia) serves as a 
testament to God’s sovereignty over all 
kingdoms. Its share of both judgment 
and blessing underscores a divine 
narrative in which every nation has 
meaning and relevance. In these 
references, Scripture remains consistent 
with historical and archaeological 
findings, affirming the Biblical record’s 
accuracy. The role of Iran in prophecy-
whether in times past or in the future-
demonstrates that God continues to 
orchestrate His redemptive plan for 
humanity, using nations and empires to 
fulfill His purposes.

Elam is mentioned as early as Genesis 
14:1, describing conflicts between 
regional kings. Later, the prophets 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel deliver 
specific oracles against Elam. The 
territory of Elam encompassed part of 
what is now southwestern Iran.

Ÿ Jeremiah 49:34-35 notes: “This is the 
word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah 
the prophet about Elam… ‘Behold, I will 
shatter the bow of Elam, the mainstay of 
their might.’” Jeremiah’s prophecy 
specifies judgment against Elam, 
reflecting themes of divine correction 
upon nations that acted in opposition 
to God’s purposes.

Ÿ Ezekiel 32:24 refers to Elam’s fallen 
warriors in the grave, showing that 
God’s hand reaches all nations— even 
those in modern-day Iran. Prophetic 
passages often use Elam as a covenantal 
sign that God rules over all peoples.

As time progressed into the sixth 
century BC, the Elamite identity 
merged into the rising Persian Empire. 
The name ‘Persia,’ from the Hebrew 

‘Paras,’ features starting with the latter 
part of 2 Chronicles and extending 
through Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Daniel, and other prophetic writings.

In the Book of Daniel, visions highlight 
the dominance of the Medo-Persian 
Empire, emphasising the sovereignty 
of God over world events.

Ÿ Daniel 7:5 refers to a beast described 
as ‘like a bear,’ often identified with 
Medo-Persia.

Ÿ Daniel 8 details a vision of a ram 
with two horns, typically interpreted as 
Media and Persia (Daniel 8:20).

Ÿ Daniel 10-12 outlines future political 
conflicts, revealing God’s foreknowledge 
of Persian rule and beyond.

Here, Persia is not merely a historical 
footnote but an empire launched by 
God’s design to facilitate a key juncture 
in Israel’s restoration from exile.

Ezekiel 38:5 notes “Persia, Cush, and 
Put will accompany them,” referring to 
a confederation of nations in an end-
times context. Many interpreters see 
this as indicating that Persia (modern 

Iran) joins a coalition set against Israel 
in a climactic battle. This perspective, 
often found in conservative 
eschatological frameworks, places Iran 
(Persia) in a pivotal role against the 
people of God just prior to divine 
intervention.

Though interpretations differ, the text 
places Persia among Israel’s historic 
adversaries in Ezekiel’s end-time 
prophecy—highlighting Iran’s potential 
role in a major future conflict.

Another notable passage with 
eschatological ramifications is Jeremiah 
49:34-39. Verse 39 concludes, “‘But in the 
last days I will restore Elam,’ declares the 
Lord.” Scholars highlight the dual 
component: judgment (breaking the 
bow) followed by eventual restoration. 
This suggests that while the Persian 
Empire era holds historical fulfillment, 
a latter-day aspect of God’s plan may 
still be unfolding—possibly tied to 
end-times restoration, revival, or 
judgment in that region.
Edited by Managing Editor. https://biblehub.com/q/
iran’s_role_in_Biblical_prophecy.htm

The traditional Tomb of Esther and Mordechai in Hamadan, Iran. | Photo: Shutterstock

What Role Does Iran Play in Biblical Prophecy?
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On 1 February 1979, exiled cleric 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini returned 
to Tehran in triumph. By December, 
Iran had adopted a new constitution, 
establishing a Shiite theocracy with a 
supporting parliamentary democracy. 
On 7 December, Khomeini was 
declared Supreme Leader— 
Rahbar—becoming the highest 
spiritual and political authority, as well 
as Commander-in-Chief of the military 
and head of Iran’s security services.
He alone can declare war. The Rahbar’s 
powers include appointing ministers, 
judges, police and media heads, shaping 
foreign and domestic policy, naming 
ambassadors via the Quds Corps, 
overseeing finances, amending laws, 
and selecting half of the influential 12-
member Guardian Council. Though 
officially appointed and overseen by the 
88-member Assembly of Experts, in 
practice his authority goes largely 
unchallenged, and the Assembly 
functions mostly as a ceremonial body.
The life and legacy of Ayatollah 
Khomeini—now honoured with the 
title ‘Imam’—have been widely studied 
and remain deeply polarising. To some, 
he is still seen as the face of Shia Islam 
in Western popular culture. His 
defiance of the West, notably branding 
the US the ‘Great Satan’ during the 
444-day embassy siege (1979–81), 
issuing a deadly ‘fatwa’ against author 

Salman Rushdie in 1988, and leading 
Shia forces in the Iran–Iraq War 
(1980–88), cemented his status as both 
a spiritual icon and a symbol of anti-
Western resistance in Iran.
Ayatollah Khomenei’s successor, the 
former 3rd President (1981-89), and 2nd 
‘Supreme Leader’, Seyyed Ali Hosseini 
Khamenei (b. 1939), is also a ‘Twelver 
Shia’ marja’ (Lit. ‘source to follow’). 
Khamenei has continued both in style 
and content the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, in which 98% of Iranian 
voters backed a radical shift from the 
pro- Western/pro-US orientation of 
the last Shah to a new, ultra-
conservative Islamic Republic. Though 
many in Iran today chafe at its radical 
Islamism few question the rationale for 
the Revolution. Monarchists are few 
and far between. 
The Iranian regime’s theocratic vision 
is rooted in ‘Velayat-e Faqih’— 
‘Guardianship of the Islamic 
Jurist’—which combines Shia 
authoritarianism with a militant drive 
to dominate the Arab world, destroy 
Israel, and oppose Western influence.
To outsiders—including many 
Muslims—the oppressive theological 
and socio-political ethos of the Iranian 
regime remains an opaque, elitist, 
dangerous ideology intolerant of dissent 
and confident of its own rectitude. 
Critics condemn themselves for heresy. 

Mapping the mind and spirit of Iran is 
made more difficult by powerful 
crosscurrents in its on-going internal 
‘Culture War’. The country’s ethnically 
diverse, globalised youth present the 
country’s ageing, authoritarian, clerical 
leadership with a significant challenge. 
Strict controls on the media and access 
to the internet by the country’s 
hardline Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC; also known as Sepah and 
Pasdaran) and attentive ‘Morality 
Police’ fight an uphill battle against 
populist aversion to religio-ideological 
diktats and domestic intrusion. 

With an estimated ca. 200,000 inmates 

in Iran’s 250+ prisons (including the 
infamous Evin Prison north of Tehran), 
a system commonly associated with 
fear, torture, intimidation, mutilation, 
and execution, assumes it can bend or 
bludgeon the mind, body and will of 
even the most resilient dissidents. The 
significant civil unrest after the death 
in police custody of Mahsa (or Jina) 
Amini (8 October 2000–16 September 
2022), who publicly opposed the 
mandatory hijab, had dwindled by the 
Spring of 2023. But youthful opposition 
to the regime has not ended. 
Edited by Managing Editor. This article is an excerpt 
from: Oxford House/Sallux, Making Sense of Iran 
(2025). Reproduced with permission.

The Revolutionary Regime in Tehran

Iran lies east of Iraq and southeast of 
Turkey, with Afghanistan and Pakistan 
to the east, and Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
and Turkmenistan to the north. It 
borders the Gulf of Oman and Persian 
Gulf to the south. Its strategic location 
and natural resources shape its 
regional influence and global profile.

Iran spans 1.65 million km² with a 
population of around 91.5 million 
(2025). Its GDP is \$1.698 trillion, with 
a per capita income of \$19,607. 
Despite ranking 17th in land and 
population and 23rd in total wealth, its 
average income ranks just 95th—well 
below most Gulf States. 

After Alexander’s victory over Darius 
III in 334 BCE, Persia was ruled by the 
Seleucids (from 312 BCE), followed by 
the Parthians, Sasanians (241–651 CE), 
and Arab Caliphates (632–1258 CE).

Persian cohesion in politics, language, 
and culture remained limited until Arab 
rule gave way to regional dynasties, 
sparking a 10th–11th century ‘Persian 
Golden Age’. From the 14th to 18th 

centuries, Persia was ruled by the 
Timurid, Safavid, Afsharid, and Zand 
dynasties, followed by the pro-Russian 
Qajars (1789–1925). The Pahlavi dynasty 
(1925–1979) modernised Iran until the 
Islamic Revolution ousted the last Shah, 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, in 1979.
Understanding and interpreting the 
mind and spirit of this ancient Persian 
land has never been easy. The ancient 
city of Persepolis is a symbol of Iran’s 
fractured historic identity, its unity 
contingent on centralised ideological 
power and on forces sufficient to 
counter internal and external threats. 
The authoritarianism of the present 
regime, and its imposition of a 
restrictive Islamic worldview, aren’t 
new—nor, indeed, is its on-going 
attempt to suppress dissent and 
enforce national unity. Iran today is a 
composite construct on a restless quest 
for national coherence. 
Geography and history contribute to the 
conflicted, composite nature of Iranian 
culture and society. Vast geographically, 
Iran is home to multiple cultures and 

languages, its central desert plateau 
ringed by (often) snow-clad peaks, its 
new cities and ancient monuments 
evoking its Persian roots and modern 
aspirations in a cacophonous ‘culture 
war’. In the early 21st century, 80% of 
Iranians have an Indo-European ethno-
linguistic identity, with two-thirds 
having Persian as their first language and 
a third as their second. Many belong to 
the country’s (often regionally defined) 
minority communities. Among these are 
Persians (who are ethnically 
Mazenderanis, Gilaks or Talys), and 
Azerbaijanis (16-24%), Kurds (7-10%), 
Lurs (6%), Baluchs (2%), Turkic tribals 
(1%; incl. Qashqai and Turkmen), or 
from a (<3%) non-Turkic group (viz. 
Armenian, Georgian, Assyrian, 
Circassian and Arab). In addition, there 
are between 6-8m. Ahwazi Arabs in al-
Ahwaz (viz. Khuzestan), with a further 
2m. dispersed across Iran. Approximately 
10% of Iranians are Arabs. 

While 99.98% of Iranians are officially 
listed as Muslims, there is an 
increasing disparity between Iranians’ 

public religious profile and their 
private opinions. Some recent studies 
reveal that in private only 32.2% of 
Iranians self-identify now as Shia, with 
22% calling themselves ‘non-religious, 
atheist, agnostic, spiritual or secular 
humanist’. About 50% of Iranians are 
either religiously uncommitted, 
intellectually unpersuaded, or 
politically opposed to the style or 
content of the government’s directives 
on religion. Christianity, Judaism, and 
Zoroastrianism officially recognised 
and protected (with seats in the Iranian 
Parliament). Iran’s leaders know they 
can no longer assume popular support 
for their Islamist political ideology. 

Iranian diversity finds expression today 
in the country’s globalised youth and 
socio-intellectual elite who are as 
culturally, religiously, and morally 
‘inclusive’ as their Western counterparts; 
albeit lacking their freedom, mobility, 
and socio-economic opportunities. 
Edited by Managing Editor. This article is an excerpt 
from: Oxford House/Sallux, Making Sense of Iran 
(2025). Reproduced with permission.

Modern Iran—Restless Quest for National Coherence

Map of Iran. | Photo: Shutterstock
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Bar is the eldest of five brothers and sisters, the 
supporter of his family and a hero.  On 7 October 2023, 
Bar was abducted to Gaza, 21 years old at the time. He 
has since been held in captivity by the terrorist 
organisation Hamas.

On the dark day of 7 October 2023, Bar was working as 
a security guard at the Nova Music Festival to generate 
extra income to support his family. Bar’s father, Tal, 
who worked as a volunteer paramedic for many years, 
had been called out for an emergency three years 
earlier. On the way there, he had an accident on his 
motorcycle. His leg was so badly injured that several 
operations were necessary as a result. During one of 
them, he suffered a stroke. Since then, he has been 
unable to walk and can barely speak. In this situation, 
son Bar, who had just turned 18, stepped in to help his 
mother Julie, becoming the de facto family 
breadwinner. He felt responsible for the family, 
lovingly taking care of his four younger siblings and 
working various jobs. 

Before he was brutally abducted into Gaza from the 
site of the Nova Music Festival, Bar spoke on the phone 
with his grandmother, Faina, and his mother, Julie, 
about the sirens and missiles. At that point, he still 
believed that it was a ‘usual rocket attack’, as Israel had 
experienced many times. He assured his mum and 
grandmother that all would be good; he would make 
sure that all visitors would leave the site of the festival, 
pack his things and make his way home. Half an hour 
later, at 7am, he stopped answering his phone.

Eyewitnesses reported that Bar stayed behind to assist 
the injured during the brutal assault until he was taken 
captive. In a video released by Hamas following his 
abduction, Bar was seen crammed in the back of a 
pickup truck, lying on his stomach with his hands 
cuffed behind his back.

At around 12 noon on that day, the family received a 
video on Telegram, live from Gaza, showing Bar lying 
on the floor, completely bound from head to toe, 
together with four other young men, looking terrified.

On 5 April 2025, another video was sent to the family 
showing Bar and a fellow-hostage, Maxim Herkin, 
begging to bring them home, talking about having no 
fresh air, starvation and losing hope being in a tunnel 
30 metres under street level.

Heroic Deeds
In Israel, Bar is seen as a hero. His best friend Din, who 
worked alongside Bar as a security guard, witnessed his 
heroic deeds. Din miraculously escaped from the site 
after a few hours and was the last person to see Bar. He 
told the family that Bar had initially tried to regulate 
traffic. After the first car returned to the site with a 
bleeding girl who had been shot, they understood that 
something was wrong. Hamas was blocking the cars on 
the road and shot everybody who tried to escape. More 
and more wounded appeared, and shots were heard 

everywhere. Bar tried to help them, bandaging the 
wounds with T-shirts and other clothing lying around, 
taking all that he could find. He also tried to hide the 
wounded and did not want to leave them. Not for a 
second did he think of fleeing or saving his own life. 

One father reported that he was talking on the phone 
to his daughter after she had been shot in her leg. Bar 
was busy nursing her wounds. When offering to drive 
to the Nova site, Bar shouted to him over the phone, 
“Do not come here, it is far too dangerous.” While the 
shooting was still going on, Din and Bar managed to 
open the emergency exit in the direction of the village 
of Patisch. Most of the young people who could save 
their lives had fled in this direction. When the 
situation became more dangerous, Bar told Din to get 
himself to safety. Being the leader of the security team, 
Bar felt responsible to stay and help others. He saved 
many lives on that day. In photos, one can see that Bar 
also joined the police officers who were in the vicinity, 
hoping that they would have a chance to prevent the 
worst. 364 people were massacred at the site of the 
Nova Music Festival on that day.

Dvir, Bar’s brother, remarks: “Bar is not just another 
hostage; he’s my brother, he’s a hero. He’s the one who 
evacuated the injured under fire, saving lives at the 
Nova Music Festival. He’s the one who kept going back 
to save just one more person, and when he needed 
help, there was no one there to save him.”

On 1 April 2025, Bar turned 23—his second birthday as 
a hostage in Hamas captivity. Tal Kupershtein, Bar’s 
father, who has been working hard to improve his 
impaired speech, invited the public to mark the 
occasion with the Kupershtein family. 

“Bar, we love you and are proud of you. Hang in 
there—you’re never alone. We will celebrate your 
birthday at Hostages Square, and I invite everyone to 
come and mark your birthday with me,” he said on 
television. “He doesn’t know I can speak, I hope he 
hears me”, he added.

Birthday Wishes from Vienna
Bar’s aunt, Marianne G, who lives in Vienna, wrote Bar 
a beautiful letter for his 23rd birthday, which she will 
give to him as soon as he is freed.

“Bar, my dear Bar, today is your 23rd birthday, but 
instead of seeing you laughing and celebrating, you are 
not here. Sorry for what you must endure and go 
through…, sorry that we haven’t managed to get you 
out of this hell yet…

I would like to tell you that your dream is coming true, 
and I wish you could see your father, how great he 
already speaks, how he is already taking his first steps 
with a lot of effort and motivation to make you proud. 
How he, your whole family and many friends are 
tirelessly fighting for you...

Bar, I promise you with God’s help we will get you out 
of this, I firmly believe in it. I want to promise you for 
your birthday that we will never give up, if you only 
knew how many people miss you and want to get to 
know you. We are fighting and praying with all our 
strength!”

Together with Bar Kupershtein’s family and all the 
other families, we hope and pray for the return of all 
the hostages! 

Bar Avraham Kupershtein
A Hero Who Saved Many Lives and Risked His Own

August 2025 | Israel & Christians Today
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Being the leader of the 
security team, Bar felt 
responsible to stay and help.

Bar Kupershtein. | Photos: Private

Bar Kupershtein’s father Tal and his aunt.

Tal Kupershtein at Hostage Square.

The Nova Music Festival site with a photo of Bar Kupershtein.
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From Warfare to Lawfare
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The ongoing Iran-Israel war has 
transitioned into international lawfare. 
The Security Council held a high-level 
open debate on peace and security on 22 
July, chaired by Pakistan, hardly a 
neutral choice. 

Political campaigning by various state 
funded news and current affairs 
programmes will continue to cherry-pick 
legal commentary that asserts Zionist 
criminality for striking the Iranian war 
machine. Agenda-driven academic 
pundits produced arguments to constrain 
and delegitimise Israel and called for 
prosecutions in the International 
Criminal Court against Israelis for 
committing the crime of aggression 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Assessment of the legal legitimacy of 
Israel’s military strikes against Iran rests 
largely upon the reliability of covert 
intelligence that informed these actions. 
This can make it difficult to collect legal 
proofs and form a legal judgment. 

However, the US and Israeli strikes on 
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure appear to 
have been informed by accurate 
intelligence and well-executed. All the 
evidence suggests that they hit and 
severely damaged important targets. 
And when the likely costs are higher for 
military inaction than for action, even 
when intelligence is undisclosed, then it 
might be more prudent to act than not. 

To cast doubt upon the prudence of the 
Israeli strikes, journalists speculated that 
loads of highly enriched uranium were 
evacuated by trucks photographed at 
Fordow facility before the bombing, but 
it’s puzzling that the reports assumed 
the Israelis failed to follow those trucks. 
Others questioned the effectiveness of 
killing Iran’s top nuclear weapons 
scientists because their knowledge could 
have been passed on, but they ignored 

the likely impact of suddenly 
eliminating Iranian scientists who had 
worked for decades on Tehran’s nuclear 
programme. It was the equivalent of 
wiping out all the scientists in the 
Manhattan Project, the US-led research 
and development project during the 

Second World War that created the first 
nuclear weapons. 

It has been disappointing to read the 
legal views that definitively condemn 
the strikes as illegal because, amongst 
other reasons, the UN Security Council 
didn’t approve them. The legal 
accusations allege that Israel had no 
right of self-defence under Section 51 of 
the UN Charter in the circumstances it 
faced. But these allegations are totally 
disengaged from factual assessments 
and from generally prevailing realities. 

They disregard, for example, the 
continuing war conducted by Iran 
against the existence of the state of 
Israel. There can be no dispute that Iran 
and Israel have been in an armed 
conflict for well over a year. Iran’s 
concerted attacks reached a fever pitch 
in the military campaign from 7 October 

2023. Iran was responsible for them and 
also attacked Israel directly with ballistic 
missiles, cruise missiles and long-
distance drones in 2024. 

It was apparent on the ground that Iran 
had formed a ring of fire in the form of 
proxies, including Hamas, Hezbollah, 
Houthi, Islamic Jihad and other terrorist 
groups. The Islamic Republic of Iran 
provided finance, training, weaponry, 
intelligence and instruction for these 
non-state actors surrounding Israel to 
destroy the Jewish state. They were 
puppets in a Persian play. Academic 
conjectures published in Australia 
ignored this factual context of ongoing 
Iranian state-directed attacks against 
Israel, despite its obvious fundamental 
relevance. In that context alone, Israel’s 
targets were entirely lawful. 

To negate the legality of Israel’s strikes on 
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, legal pundits 
focused instead on arguments about pre-
emptive self-defence, even though it was 
not necessary. Moreover, they failed to 
articulate evolution in this doctrine to 
contemporary international legal practice. 

The pre-emptive self-defence doctrine, 
formulated in 1837 for the Caroline case 
between Britain and the US, required 
that a threat be imminent. But military 
practice concerning the threshold for 
imminence has evolved since then. 
Nuclear destruction is an existential 
threat that doesn’t allow dilatory 

options to wait and see if we are being 
destroyed. 

As in counter-terrorism, governments 
must act before the terrorist carries out 
the deed. Tehran considers Israel a 
tumour in the body of regional Islam. 
The suggestion that, if Iran didn’t have a 
bomb about to drop that day, then the 
military strikes were illegal, is wrong. 
Israel didn’t need to wait till that 
moment. Whether posed directly by 
ballistic missiles or by delivery through 
proxies, the probability threshold today 
is lower for taking preventative action 
against an existential nuclear threat 
than in the nineteenth century. 

In the end, the Israeli intelligence that 
underpinned the strikes tells us that the 
twenty-first century is a lot more 
complicated than was the nineteenth. 
The point at which intelligence 
inferences cross a threshold into 
actionable information has shifted. It 
isn’t constrained by factually uninformed, 
arcane or antiquated legal arguments. 

This brand of lawfare is just one of 
many manifestations of antagonism to 
the lone Jewish state. It’s a barometer 
reading of the pressure of modern 
iterations of an old hatred. 
Greg Rose is honorary professor of international law 
at the University of Wollongong and Senior Fellow at 
The Hague Initiative for International Cooperation. 

Anthony Bergin is a senior fellow at Strategic Analysis 
Australia.

People take cover as siren warns of incoming missiles fired from Iran, on Road number 1 between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 15 June 2025. | Photo: Flash90

As in counter-terrorism, governments must 
act before the terrorist carries out the deed. 
Tehran considers Israel a tumour in the body 
of regional Islam. 
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From 13,000 to 26,000: Food Aid Doubled

  Koen Carliern
Aliyah Fieldworker | Christians for Israel 
Ukraine

We are in the midst of packing 
emergency food parcels across Ukraine 
as part of the response campaign we 
launched in June. Our original target 
was 13,000 parcels. But the need has 
grown far beyond early projections, 

and we are now working to double that 
goal to 26,000 food parcels.

Over the past few weeks, requests for 
help have surged. Missile and drone 
attacks from Russia are increasing 
dramatically—almost every night, 
between 400 and 700 drones and 
missiles strike across the country. 
Ukrainians are exhausted, spending 

each night in fear, wondering where the 
next wave of destruction will hit. Even 
near our main shelter outside Kiev, 
where we prepare and distribute food 
parcels, our staff and volunteers endure 
short, restless nights as they continue 
their work amidst the uncertainty.

This week several drone strikes hit a city 
in western Ukraine, where we also pack 
our food parcel, causing widespread 
damage. It is a reminder of why this 
relief effort is very important.

A food parcel may seem like a small 
gesture, but for the people here in 
Ukraine, it means everything. It is not 
only about the food; it is about the 
message it carries— that they are not 
forgotten, that people care, and that 
they are not alone in this struggle.

Last week, for example, 130 Holocaust 
survivors in Odessa received food parcels. 
In recent weeks, we have delivered 1,200 
food parcels to elderly Jewish residents 
and refugees there. One Holocaust 
survivor told us he could still feel the 
warmth of our embrace and the comfort 
of knowing that we stand with them. 
| Photos: C4I Ukraine
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  Ira Sulym-Carliern
Aliyah Fieldworker | Christians for 
Israel Ukraine

For Ukrainian-born Stanislav, the 
journey of aliyah—immigration to 
Israel—felt like “jumping onto the 
last wagon of a departing train.”

Just over two years ago, at a heavy 
stage of the war in Ukraine, Stanislav 
and his wife received devastating news: 
their only daughter had been 
diagnosed with cancer and required 
urgent, intensive treatment. Over the 
next year and a half, the girl endured 
an exhausting cycle of medical tests, 
chemotherapy, and experimental 
medications. Despite their best efforts, 
her condition worsened.

Facing the deterioration of their 
daughter’s health, the family made a 
heartbreaking decision. Stanislav’s wife 
and daughter would go to Israel for 
treatment, while Stanislav—of military 
age and unable to leave 
Ukraine—would stay behind.

The separation was very hard. Would 
Stanislav ever see his daughter again? 
Would he be drafted into the military? 
Could his wife manage their daughter’s 
care, including a major spinal surgery, 
alone in a foreign country? Lots of 
questions, lots of uncertainty…

In Israel, their daughter endured 
significant challenges, and she was 
officially recognized as having a first-
degree disability. This status granted 
Stanislav the legal right to leave 
Ukraine and reunite with his family. 
But time was running out—his visa 
was set to expire on 17 July! A few 
times the door was shut before him, he 
was sent away, some more papers were 
needed, but Stanislav didn’t give up, he 
tried again and again.

Finally, with every document in order, 
Stanislav was ready to leave for Israel. 
But then, another crushing blow: he 
was stopped at the Ukrainian border 
and refused passage into Moldova. He 
was forced to step out of the van while 

the rest of the group continued on. His 
flight to Israel was scheduled for that 
very evening. We wondered if he 
would ever make it, or that he would 
have to go back again. Stanislav wasn’t 
giving up, he said: “I prayed the only 
way I knew how—and hoped.”

Against all odds, after more phone calls, 
rechecks, and negotiations with customs 
and army officials, Stanislav was cleared 

to leave. He made it to the airport—just 
in time. It all felt like “jumping onto the 
last wagon of a departing train”, but he 
was finally on his way to Israel to be 
reunited with his wife and daughter.

“Pass through, pass through the gates! 
Prepare the way for the people. Build up, 
build up the highway! Remove the stones. 
Raise a banner for the nations.” 
Isaiah 62:10

The Impossible Became Possible

Stanislav (right) with one of our drivers in Ukraine. | Photo: C4I Ukraine

What Your Support Provides

Each emergency food parcel costs 
€15 / US$ 15. That contribution helps us 

purchase, pack, and deliver the food 
parcels to Jewish families, refugees and 
Holocaust survivors living with daily 

uncertainty.

Will you help us reach 26,000 
parcels? 
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“There is Only One Country for Us”
  Anemone Rügern

Project Coordinator | Holocaust Survivors Ukraine  

Gita Koifman has lived in three countries. She feels at 
home in only one—Eretz Israel. “Even as a child I 
wanted to get out of the Soviet Union. I had no idea 
where Tel Aviv was, but I wanted to go there; it was 
somehow imprinted in my genetic memory,” says 
Koifman, who leads a large association of Russian-
speaking Holocaust survivors in Israel and is supported 
by Christians for Israel. 

Gita’s life began in a Jewish shtetl, Briceni, in the north 
of Moldova. Of the 5600 inhabitants, 5400 spoke 
Yiddish as their mother tongue. Today there is a dash 
next to ‘Jewish’ on the population list. After the 
German-Romanian invasion in the summer of 1941, 
Gita’s extended family and thousands of Bessarabian 
Jews were herded on foot across the Dniester River to 
the Osarinzy ghetto near Mogilow-Podolski. Gita and 
her parents barely survived. “Mom’s three brothers and 
their families, Dad’s three sisters and their families and 
his parents died.” 

When they returned, everything had been destroyed. 
They found shelter with Aunt Hannah Schuster in 
Sovietskaya Street. Gita’s grandfather found refuge for 
his soul in the Torah. “I remember how he always went 
to the synagogue,” says Gita. “Dad, on the other hand, 
lost his faith in the war.” Like so many. Perhaps one of 
the worst German war crimes. 

Arriving at Last  
The post-war years brought Gita’s family, along with 
hundreds of thousands of refugees, to the undestroyed 
Ukrainian city of Chernivtsi. But she never really arrived 
here either. Together with her husband, Gita took 
advantage of the political thaw in the early 1970s to 
emigrate to Israel. At the time, this meant unimaginable 
hardship and reprisals. And it was a farewell forever. 
“We had to leave everything behind,” says Gita.  

Gita and her husband Mikhail arrived in Haifa in June 
1973, not knowing anyone in the country or anything 
about Jewish traditions. Their neighbours, Sara and 
Menachem Perel, invited them over for Shabbat. “I 
noticed that Sara had a number on her arm,” Gita 
recalls. “We didn’t have anything like that in the ghetto.” 
A few months later, the Yom Kippur War broke out. As 
both families sat in the bunker, Sara told her story. 

The Number on Sara’s Arm  
“She was the only member of her family to survive 
Auschwitz,” says Gita. “She was 16 or 17 when she was 
liberated, but she was so sick and emaciated that she 
couldn’t stand up. In her delirium, she saw a Soviet 
soldier bending over her, waiting for a reaction. “Leave 
me alone. Just let me die,” she told him. 

“Then he suddenly spoke to her in Yiddish. “Listen,” he 
said. “I am from Vinnitsa. There’s a concentration camp 
there too. I have no idea if any of my family are still 
alive. You are my family now. I won’t leave you here.” 
And so he took her up on his arms and carried her out.

Months later, as Sara wandered aimlessly through the 
deserted streets of her hometown of Budapest, where 
none of her relatives had survived, the soldier’s words 
came back to her mind. “Your home is in Palestine. 
There are people from there who are looking for people 
like you, and they will help you get to Palestine. Our 
home is there and only there.” 

She met Menachem on the ship to British-Mandate 
Palestine, and the two of them began a new life. So did 
Gita and Mikhail, three decades later. “It was the best 
decision of our lives,” says Gita. “There were a 
thousand reasons for it not to happen. But God made it 
possible, He alone!”

Grieving Together and Finding Hope  
Gita says this even after 7 October. In tears. “It hurts so 
much! These are our children, our grandchildren!” She 
commemorates Auschwitz liberation day with 
survivors her own age—and with Itay, who explains 
how he survived the Hamas massacre. Together with 
nine good friends, he went to the Nova Festival to 
celebrate Sukkot in a relaxed atmosphere. The first 
alarm in the morning didn’t worry them too much— 
they had all done their military service and were used 
to constant danger. Then suddenly they were on the 
run. When a girl screamed for help, Itay ran back until 
he himself came under fire. He hid for six hours before 
being rescued by Israeli police. None of his friends 
survived the massacre. 
How does he cope with these terrible memories? “My 
grandpa. My grandpa helps me. He survived the 
Holocaust. I only had one day of Holocaust, he had 
years. He was a child back then; it was much worse for 
him. He built a new life in Israel, he raised up a family. 
His story gives me strength to live on.”

Kindly join us in supporting the many Holocaust 
survivors and Jewish elderly in Ukraine. 

Will you help? Any amount helps.

(Left) Gita Koifman with C4I team member Anemone Rüger. Gita Koifman, herself a survivor, serves as the chairwoman of a Russian-speaking association of Holocaust Survivors in Israel. 
(Right) Itay and his grandfather Grigory. 

Gita Koifman with Itay and his grandfather Grigory, who survived the Shoah. | Photos: C4I
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  Derek Prince n
Ministries (DPM)

On 27 June 2025, at the age of 97, Tikva 
Morrissey, the once-dying baby adopted 
by Lydia Prince, went to be with the 
Lord. Until the end, Tikva had a sound 
mind and strong faith. “I’m hoping to 
live to a hundred,” she often said, “but if 
God wants to take me home, I am ready 
to join all my family in glory.” Now, she 
is Home.

A Living Hope
Tikva, born 4 December 1927, lived in 
Queensland, Australia, in a home for the 
elderly where she welcomed visitors and 
often autographed Appointment in 
Jerusalem books. Ever since Lydia 
Prince’s story was published, many have 
wondered what became of Tikva, the 
once-dying baby. This is her testimony, 
recently shared with DPM.

The Baby in the Wicker Suitcase
My name is Tikva, meaning ‘hope’. I love 
my name because it reminds me of 
God’s faithfulness. I was born into a 
Jewish family in Petah Tikva, near Tel 
Aviv. Our family name, Cohen, indicates 
our descent from the Kohanim, the 
priestly tribe of Levi.

One day, my father, Chaim Cohen, came 
to Lydia’s door and said, “My wife and I 
have a baby daughter who is dying. Her 
twin has already died. We prayed, and 
God showed us what to do. Will you 
take her?”

Lydia prayed and later came to our 
home. She had no crib, so she made a 
bed for me in her wicker trunk. She 
lined it with her underclothes and 
covered me with a woollen sweater from 
her mother. Then she anointed me with 
olive oil and prayed.

The House of Prayer
I was the first child Lydia took in. Over 
time, she adopted eight daughters, 
including me, and cared for over a 
hundred children. Some stayed briefly, 

but eight of us remained. Our home was 
called the House of Prayer. Every 
morning, we prayed together before 
school. My mother also gave us cod liver 
oil daily—we hated it!

We lived in a beautiful house in 
Jerusalem. Despite unrest around us, 
God always provided. When we had no 
food, we prayed, and in the morning, a 
basket would appear at the door. God 
never failed us.

At age seven, I told my mother I wanted 
to be baptised. I said, “I believe in Jesus. 
He lives in my heart, and I want to obey 
Him.” After baptism, I was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues.

As I grew, I experienced God’s protection. 
Once, during shootings in Jerusalem, I 
had to make my way home through 
dangerous streets. Bullets flew, but God 
kept me safe. Another time, my sister and 
I missed a bus. Later, we learned it had 
been bombed. God spared us.

A Man in the House
Derek Prince came into our lives while 
serving in the British Army. He visited 
often. One day, Lydia told us, “Derek has 
asked me to marry him.” We were 
shocked. But she explained that one day, 
we would leave, and she did not want to 
be alone. In time, we accepted Derek as 
our father and loved him deeply. He was 
humble, often scrubbing the floors and 
polishing our shoes.

A Dangerous Threat
One night, Arab soldiers planned to 
attack our home. My sister overheard 
their plan. Instead of panicking, our 
mother gathered us to pray. We dressed 
quietly and escaped into the night, 
carrying our Bibles.

Our dog Toby, who had died weeks 
earlier, would have barked and given us 
away. In hindsight, we saw God’s 
wisdom.

We reached Shemariah, an American 
mission surrounded by barbed wire. 

After some time, we were allowed in. 
The next morning, a threat came: “If 
you keep the girls, we’ll blow up the 
building.” We moved to another 
mission, where we were welcomed.

A week later, the Americans offered us 
their home before returning to the US. 
God provided a 22-room house where 
we could live in peace.

A New Journey
In 1948, when Israel became a nation, 
we were caught in the middle. As 
Messianic Jews, we were rejected by 
both Jewish and Muslim communities. 
We had no safe place.

An opportunity arose for some of us to 
leave. My three younger sisters and I 
travelled on a troop ship, the Georgic, to 
England. We were placed with officers, 
not in the lower decks. I was seasick the 
entire eight days!

My sisters stayed with our grandparents. 
I went to the Midlands to train as a 
nurse. I had never lived away from home 
before, but God cared for me.

God’s Provision in England
In August, Derek, Lydia, and the others 
arrived in England. They opened a home 
in Kensington and started the ‘Upper 
Room’ church in Westbourne Grove.

Every Sunday, we went to Hyde Park’s 
Speaker’s Corner, sang hymns, and 
invited people to church. Many gave their 
lives to Jesus. It was a wonderful time.

In April 1951, I met John Morrissey, a 
Welshman recently discharged from the 
army. He was a believer. That August, 
we married.

Five years later, John and I emigrated to 
Australia, encouraged by my sister 
Peninah. We both worked at a hospital, I 
as a nurse, John in medical records. We led 
a youth group and ministered to many.

A Life of Trust
Looking back, I am filled with gratitude. 
I am so glad I belong to Jesus. God 
protected me in war, provided when we 
had nothing, and gave me a wonderful 
husband and two children who love the 
Lord.

A verse came to me recently: “Call unto 
me, and I will answer thee, and show thee 
great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

Whatever your troubles, Jesus will see 
you through. He is never early, never 
late, but always right on time. He is 
faithful.

 Tikva Morrissey. | Photo: Derek Prince Ministries

Gone Home: Tikva, the Baby in the Suitcase

WHY ISRAEL? 
VIDEO 

DOCUMENTARY
Voiced by worship leader, 

Joshua Aaron

This insightful series, spanning 24 
chapters, delves into the profound 
significance of Israel in today’s 
world and its central role in last-
day events.  As Israel continues to 
be at the heart of global 
conversation and attention, this 
teaching offers a timely and 
essential exploration of why this 
small, yet pivotal nation holds such 
importance in biblical prophecy.

Free to watch. Scan the QR code 
for more information and the 
video link.

Lydia and her girls.
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In this series, we explore how the Lord’s Prayer is 
embedded in contemporary Jewish faith.

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

Forgiveness has, you could say, a vertical and a 
horizontal aspect. It is not only about your 
relationship with God, but also with your fellow 
man or woman. In your relationship with God, your 
relationship with your fellow man or woman is also 
at stake, and vice versa.

What kind of debts are meant? The Greek word 
can literally mean material debt. The Bible and 
rabbinic law give many directions on how to deal 
with debt. One of the most striking is the 
remission of debts once every seven years with the 

Sabbath year (Deuteronomy 15).

The word can also denote moral debt and sin. Sin, 
biblically speaking, is the transgression of God’s 
commandments. This can also be in the ritual 
sphere. But here and in similar other Jewish sources, 
it is about the relationship to God and fellow 
human beings. The Aramaic word chova that 
probably lies behind this has the same double 
meaning. For the rabbis, ‘guilt’ is a failure in 
obligations to God.

In Jewish liturgy, the Day of Atonement is obviously 
about forgiveness of debt. But the prayer for 
forgiveness also has a place in the regular daily 
prayers: “Forgive us, our Father, for we have sinned; 
grant us forgiveness, our King, for we have 
transgressed. Blessed be Thou, Eternal One, who is 

merciful and very willing to forgive.” This prayer is 
preceded by a prayer for return to Torah. There is 
no forgiveness without renewal.

The book of Sirach says: “Forgive your neighbour the 
injustice he did, then, if you pray, your sins will also be 
forgiven you” (28:2). Jesus says the same and also 
emphasises its importance by also reversing it: if 
you do not forgive men, your Father will not forgive 
your transgressions either. Earlier, He had said: if 
you are on your way to the altar and you realise 
that your brother has something against you, go 
and reconcile with him first. That is the essence of 
the Atonement Day as it is lived in Judaism. In fact, 
the entire Sermon on the Mount is dominated by 
the core values of that period of the Jewish year: 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

  Rev Willem Glashouwer n
President | Christians for Israel International

“You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to 
carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is 
a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44).

The origin of all lies is the Devil. The Bible starts with 
it—in paradise. Highly sophisticated, as the angel of 
light (‘Lucifer’ means ‘light-bearer’) he sows, with half-
truths (in fact complete lies), doubts as to God’s good 
intentions in the heart of man, resulting in death. 
Death in the life of man. Death in the universe. Death 
in nature. The fruit of the lies is the separation between 
God and man, resulting in death. The great decline, the 
entropy in the world and in the universe become reality. 
Not e-volution but de-evolution. Also the shedding of 
blood. Soon human blood flows upon the earth. Cain 
murders his brother Abel. The principle of decline and 
of spiritual darkness set in. Century after century. What 
is truth? After so many lies people don’t know anymore.

On the contrary, the lie rules. Especially as far as 
information about Israel is concerned. Half-truths— 
quite often complete lies—fill the media. If you look 
how the reports about Gaza are presented, you discover 
that the cooked-up lies from Hamas are eagerly 
believed, and the information from Israel is presented 
with grave doubts, or ‘can’t be confirmed’. How does 
one find the truth? How does one know what is fake 
news? How can you distinguish between what is good 
and what is wrong, and even is evil? You can’t rely on 
the news messages in the media in general. You need 
more sources. Certainly, including Israeli sources of 
information, such as Israeli websites.

What information should churches and Christian 
communities and political leaders and opinion leaders 
give to the general public? As counterbalance? Just to 
be fair and even-handed? Do we sometimes ever ask 
ourselves and wonder: What is the opinion of the Most 
High? How does He feel? To get to know His point of 
view one has to turn to His Word, the Bible. What He 
thinks, He has revealed as it is written in the Bible. 
There it says: “All Your words are true…” followed by “all 
Your righteous laws are eternal…”. (Psalm 119:160).

The Apostle Paul says: “Have nothing to do with the 
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is 
shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in 
secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes 

visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a 
light.” (Ephesians 5:11-13).

In 2 Thessalonians 2:11 Paul says about the ‘antichrist’, 
whom He calls the ‘lawless one’ and who is called by 
John in Revelation 13 the ‘beast’: “For this reason God sends 
them [to mankind] a powerful delusion so that they will 
believe the lie.” The Apostle Peter writes in 2 Peter 3:5 
about knowingly believing the fallacy that “… they 
deliberately forget…” They say: “We don’t want to know the 
truth, so don’t bother us with the facts.”

The Western world has rapidly abandoned the Judeo-
Christian way of thinking and ethics and Judeo-Christian 
values. The result of that long process of rationalism and 
higher Bible-criticism is that a spiritual vacuum has been 
created in the Western world which fills the vacuum by 
embracing more and more new ways of thinking, new 
philosophies of man and new religions, one of them 
being Islam. Both Jews and Christians have become an 
increasingly less tolerated and fast shrinking minority.

The lies rule. When one repeats blatant lies intensively 
and long enough, people will start thinking that they are 
true. The minister of propaganda, Joseph Goebbels in 
the Third Reich of Adolph Hitler knew how to do it. ‘Der 
Stürmer’, a weekly magazine published by the Nazi’s 
1923-1945, systematically paved the way using all kinds of 
lies to change the minds and the hearts of the German 
people and nation, with all its gruesome consequences. 

But one day in the future truth will come to light. One 
day every man will face his or her Creator. One day he 
or she will be held accountable for every act he or she 
performed. Jesus says in Luke 8:17: “For there is nothing 
hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed 
that will not be known or brought out into the open.”

From the Bible we can look at the world around us in a 
true perspective. We can see and understand the daily 
news and current affairs from a Biblical and prophetic 
perspective. Suddenly we understand: Israel is the focal 
point of world history.

In Numbers 23:19 we read: “God is not human, that He 
should lie, not a human being, that He should change His 
mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise 
and not fulfil?” And Psalm 105:8-11 says: “He remembers 
His covenant forever, the promise He made, for a thousand 
generations, the covenant He made with Abraham, the 
oath He swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a 
decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: ‘To you I will 
give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit.”’ 
“And Jerusalem will continue to exist in its own place, 
in Jerusalem”, says Zechariah 12:6. And Israel will never 
again be uprooted from their country. The Highest 
One the Creator of heaven and earth personally 
guarantees this. Just read Jeremiah 31:35-37, Amos 9:14-15 
and Ezekiel 37:15-28!

Lies

  | Photo: Shutterstock

August 2025 | Israel & Christians Today
Av—Elul 5785



Theology
10

  Johannes Gerloffn
Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer & Author

This is part of a series of articles based on the book 
Rejoice, You Nations, with His People, by Johannes 
Gerloff

Paul recognised that he had been called by the risen 
Lord to be an ‘Apostle to the Gentiles’. As a Torah-
observant Jew and rabbinically-trained scholar, 
however, he also was aware of the fact that he could 
not just simply claim this on his own. A vision, an 
experience or even a ‘Damascus encounter’ could not 
simply override God’s order. Paul had to prove that the 
time set by God had come. For that reason, he always 
preached the gospel ‘to the Jews first’. Wherever the 
‘Apostle to the Gentiles’ went, he always visited the 
synagogue or the Jews in the area first. This procedure 
was not just a tactical decision for missionary purposes 
neither was it a ‘bad trait,’ which the old rabbi was 
unable to shed. Paul wanted to prove through this 
order of priorities that the time for the salvation of the 
Gentiles had actually come.

In Antioch in Pisidia for example, he went to the 
synagogue on several consecutive Sabbaths in order to 
teach there. Only after the Jews openly rejected the 
message of Paul and Barnabas, was he able to proclaim: 
“It was necessary that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you. But since you are rejecting it, and 
consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we are now 
free, to turn to the non-Jews” (Acts 13:46). As proof, Paul 
explicitly referred to the words of Isaiah mentioned 
above (Isaiah 49:6), words well-known to orthodox 
Jews: “For so has the Lord commanded us, ‘I have set you 

to be a light to the Gentiles, 
in order to bring salvation 
unto the ends of the earth’” 
(Acts 13:47).

The active rejection of the 
Jewish people drove Paul 
out of the synagogue in 
Thessalonica, through 
Berea, to the Areopagus in 
Athens—the very center of 
ancient Gentile philosophy 
(Acts 17:1). Only after the 
Jews in Corinth resisted 
and ridiculed the preaching 
of ‘Jesus as Messiah’ (Acts 
18:5), did Paul shake out his 
clothes and say to them: 
“Your blood be upon your 
own heads! I am innocent of 
it. From now on I will go to 
the Gentiles. Then Paul left 
the synagogue and went next 
door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.” 
(verses 6-7). 

“Through their fall, salvation comes to the Gentiles”— 
that is the theme of the Book of Acts. It is not by 
coincidence that the question: “Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom for Israel?” appears in the first 
chapter (1:6). This book, written by the only (possibly) 
non-Jewish author of New Testament Scriptures, ends 
with a resume of the Apostle Paul and a well-known 
quotation from Isaiah 6:9-10: “Properly the Holy Spirit 
spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, ‘Go to 

this [elected] people, and say, hearing you hear, but do not 
understand; seeing you see, but you do not perceive. For 
the heart of this nation has been hardened. They have 
difficulties to hear with their ears. Their eyes are closed, 
lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart and turn, and I 
would heal them’. Therefore let it be known to you that 
this salvation of the [only] God has been sent to the 
Gentiles. They will listen” (Acts 28:25-28).

Israel had to fall, so that salvation could come to us 
Gentiles. God Himself closed their eyes and ears and 
gave them a non-understanding heart so we, the 
Gentile nations, would accept Jesus Christ as savior. 
This is a ‘salvation- historical’ legality, which is not 
unique in the New Testament. For example, in a 
similar way, Yeshua explained to His disciples: “It is 
useful for you if I go away. For if I would not go away, the 
Comforter would not come to you. But if I leave you, I will 
send Him to you. And when He comes, He will convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement” 
(John 16:7-8). Jesus’ physical absence was the salvation-
historical precondition for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. In a similar vein, the Jewish people had to ignore 
its Messiah Yeshua, so that salvation could reach the 
non-Jewish nations—for a very specific purpose, 
namely, for the very purpose to make them jealous. 
(Romans 11:11d)

Paul reminds us again, of what he had already 
explained in the second part of the preceding chapter. 
A concrete calling and function emerges out of the 
salvation-historical context for those Gentiles who 
believe in Israel’s Messiah: to provoke Israel to jealousy.

The Jewish-Christian philologist Friedrich Adolph 
Philippi (393) summarised this already in the 19th 
century: “The acceptance of the Gentiles is not the final 
purpose, but the historical means by which salvation will 
come to Israel in the end.” And the German theologian 
Adolf Schlatter knew even before the most horrible 
persecution that the Jewish people ever suffered: “In 
the Gentile, the Jew should see what Christ gives, how rich 
His mercy is. Through their example of living faith, he 
should be drawn to God— not driven to envy of others or 
opposition to God— but rather to a living desire to 
personally partake in such salvation. A salvation that was 
primarily intended for him in the first place.”
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As Christians, we stand in prayer and witness around Israel. Each time we open God’s Word and reflect on 
His promises, we are reminded that our prayers are not in vain. God is not a distant observer—He is actively 
at work in the world and among His people. Even now, we see glimpses of His promises being fulfilled. And 
how much greater will it be when all is fulfilled in His perfect time! | Photo: Flash90

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 

release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to 

bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting 

of the Lord for the display of His splendour. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places 
long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.

Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.

Isaiah 61:1-5

“To the Jews First”
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Does My Existence 
Bother You?
When we consider the Ten 
Commandments, given to a newly freed 
nation trekking through a desert, it 
might seem odd. Why would a people 
who already understood the basics of 
right and wrong—like “Don’t steal” or 
“Don’t murder”—need a dramatic, divine 
revelation for these seemingly obvious 
rules? Their own history, from the Book 
of Genesis, already illustrated the dire 
consequences of such actions.

As people of faith, we typically view the 
Commandments through a vertical lens, 
outlining our relationship with God (the 
first five), and our interactions with one 
another (the remaining five). But there’s 
a deeper, more interconnected flow 
between these two sets of divine 
pronouncements. I call this the 
horizontal lens.

Let’s focus on the profound link 
between “I am the Lord” and “Don’t 
murder.” The opening of the Ten 
Commandments isn’t just a statement 
of God’s existence; it’s educating a 
nation to embrace Him as Redeemer. 
The vertical lens of “I am the Lord” asks 
Israel to go beyond merely accepting 
God as Creator. The Lord directs them 
to internalise the notion that He is 
involved in every aspect of their lives.

The horizontal interconnectedness 
between “I am the Lord” with the Sixth 
Saying, “Don’t Murder,” may shock you. 
Of course, we can’t literally murder God. 
However, the human act most akin to 
spiritual homicide is deliberately choosing 
to ignore Him—to completely disengage 
from His open invitation for relationship. 
For the nation or individual for whom 
God’s existence is such an issue, there is 
an active quest to remove the very idea 
of Him from the world. This is no 
different than a murderer perceiving their 
victim as such a threat that eliminating 
him or her seems the only option for their 
own life to move forward. This, of course, 
is an extreme parallel, but it highlights the 
gravity of deliberately disengaging 
spiritually from “I am the Lord” through 
actions akin to “Don’t Murder.”

At the same time, God has woven a 
network of people into a believer’s life. 
This is so we can uplift God’s image in 
others and draw them closer to Him. 
What happens right outside our door 
every day is an opportunity to put His 
redemptive will into action by serving 
one another. Deliberately disengaging 
from others, even when their existence 
genuinely bothers us, misses the point 
of our divine purpose in this world.

The Ten Commandments are far more 
than just a list of “Do’s and Don’ts.” The 
revelation at Sinai fundamentally 
reshaped how we view relationships. 
The Ten Commandments aren’t merely 
about governing a society; they’re about 
impacting and transforming people 
under His sovereignty and power.

Biblical Roots
By David NekrutmanHave we Turned a Corner?

  Kameel Majdalin
Director | Teach All Nations Inc.

After years of debate, negotiations, 
threats and risks, the inevitable finally 
came: military action. Israel pre-
emptively struck Iran’s nuclear 
programme, targeting nuclear facilities, 
scientists, and top military personnel. 
There was the Six-Day War of June 1967; 
now, the Twelve-Day War of June 2025. 
The combatants: Israel, Iran, and briefly, 
the United States. Despite the gravity of 
events, have we turned a corner?

The roots of this conflict stretch back to 
1979, when Iran’s monarchy was 
overthrown and replaced by the Islamic 
Republic, a theocratic regime led by a 
Supreme Leader with sweeping powers. 
This Shia clerical leadership has, from 
day one, declared eternal hostility 
toward the United States (the ‘Great 
Satan’) and Israel (the ‘Little Satan’). For 
decades, Iran has waged proxy wars 
through groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, 
and the Houthis, backed cyber attacks, 
and routinely called for the destruction 
of Israel. But not until June 2025 did the 
battle move from shadow warfare to 
open conflict—entirely fought in the air, 
with no boots on the ground.

A Few Observations
1. Global consensus: Few issues gain 
broad agreement in the West, as does 
Iran and nuclear weapons. The US, UN, 
and EU have consistently declared: Iran 
must not obtain nuclear arms. A nuclear 
Iran could destabilise the region, spark a 
Middle Eastern arms race, and make the 
actual use of a nuclear weapon 
—something unseen since 1945—a very 
real threat. Some critics warn Iran’s 
clerical leadership awaits the Mahdi 
(Twelfth Imam) and believes a global 
apocalypse will precede his return. To 
them, nuclear war is not just 
acceptable—it’s desirable. That’s why so 
many view this regime as uniquely 
dangerous.

2. Israel has raised the alarm for years: 
The Jewish state considers an atomic 
Iran a grave existential threat. There is 
no doubt in their minds that Israel 
would be the first target of an Iranian 
nuclear attack. The Sunni Arabs 
consider Iran a grave threat to their 
nation, too.

3. A well-planned and executed 
military operation: Operation Rising 
Lion, a name based on Numbers 23:24, 
has been planned by Israel for many 
years. The precision and effectiveness of 
their campaign are a testament to its 
effectiveness. They have a lot of local 
operatives in Iran; planted drone 
launchers near key Iranian targets; and 
knew where everything and everyone 
was located; quickly gained control of 

Iran’s airspace and bombed Iran’s multi-
site nuclear facilities, with total 
impunity. Despite the large number of 
sorties, not one plane or pilot was lost.

4. American involvement: American 
presidents, both Democrat and 
Republican, have been declaring that 
Iran will not be allowed to possess a 
nuclear weapon. Bill Clinton first made 
this declaration in 1995, and it has been 
regularly repeated for the last thirty 
years. So, like Israel, America’s military 
operation, called Operation Midnight 
Hammer, had been planned for many 
years. Under the current US President 
Donald Trump, the ultimate deal maker 
who hates war, there was a big emphasis 
on negotiations. When that failed, and 
with an urgency that Iran was about to 
have a nuclear breakout and be able to 
produce a few bombs, Trump decided to 
attack. Regardless of what one thinks 
about Trump, the US, and Iran, from a 
military perspective, it was a grand and 
flawless operation. From an airbase in 
Missouri, 125 aircraft made a staggering 
thirty-seven-hour non-stop round-trip 
flight, refuelling several times in the air. 
They entered Iranian airspace around 
2am and spent a total of 25 minutes 
from the air, while submarines offshore, 
bombed Iran’s three key nuclear sites: 
Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan. Fordow 
was the key uranium enrichment site 
considered impregnable because it is 
buried deep in a mountain (perhaps half 
a kilometre down). For the first time 
ever, America dropped fourteen of its 
legendary 30,000-pound (13,600 kilos) 
bunker-busting bombs. The aircraft 
returned to Missouri safe and sound 
without being detected by Iran, and not 
one shot was fired.

5. Not a forever war: The Trump 
Administration went to great lengths to 
explain that their involvement was not 

about regime change or a war against 
Iran. The goal was strictly limited to 
destroying Iran’s nuclear capability. 

War Over
Operation Midnight Hammer occurred 
early Sunday morning, 22 June 2025. On 
Monday, 23 June, Iran did a face-saving 
token counterattack on the US military 
base in Qatar (Iran warned the Qataris 
ahead of time), and on Tuesday, 24 June, 
the two sworn enemies Iran and Israel 
agreed to a Trump-brokered ceasefire. 
The Twelve-Day War was over.

Israel declared victory because its main 
military objectives had been met. The 
Jewish state incurred damage from 
Iranian retaliatory drone and ballistic 
missile attacks. Unlike Israel, which only 
attacked nuclear targets, Iran used its 
firepower against civilians. Several 
thousand apartments were badly 
damaged, and there were at least two 
dozen deaths.

What’s Next?
As of this writing, the ceasefire is fragile 
but holding. Whether the ceasefire 
continues to be honoured or the 
fighting flares up again, we have 
definitely turned a corner, and things 
will not be the same. We are at a pivot of 
history.

Trump insists everyone go back to the 
negotiation table. The topics: Iran must 
give up its uranium enrichment 
programme, and it must renounce its 
death to America and Israel mantra. 
Considering that these two issues are 
not just part of public policy—they 
claim it’s part of their (Shia) theology, it 
will be difficult for a cleric-run regime 
to backtrack on its aims.

Then again, the Middle East is where 
you can expect the unexpected and also 
a place of miracles. Could the footsteps 
of the Messiah be at the door (James 5:9)?
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It is a day that receives great attention in 
Jewish tradition but is unknown in 
Christian tradition, the 9th (Hebrew: 
Tisha) of the Hebrew month of Av. 
Christians do not commemorate the 
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 

Because that is what 9 Av is about. It is 
the day commemorating the destruction 
of both the first and second temples. 
This is done by fasting for a day (like 
Yom Kippur from evening to evening). In 
the synagogue, the book of 
Lamentations is read, which sings of 
Jerusalem destroyed by the Babylonians.

On 9 Av in 70 AD, the Romans set fire to 
the temple. On the same day almost six 
hundred years earlier, in 586 BC, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s troops had breached 
the city wall, heralding the fall of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the 
first temple. These were the most 
traumatic events in Jewish history. But 
disasters that befell the Jews later are 
also associated with that day, for 
example the expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain in 1492. Tisha B’Av has therefore 
become a symbol for all the calamities 
that have befallen the Jewish people in 
their history. 

Renewal 
Joy cannot be complete until Jerusalem 

and the temple are rebuilt. At the same 
time, this day marks a renewal in 
Judaism. The temple had fallen away as 
the centre of worship. How was it to 
continue? The early rabbis took over 
spiritual leadership of the Jewish people 
from the priests (Matthew 21:43). Thus 
the Jewish people, who had been torn 
apart, were reunited.

Christians could not or would not go 
along with that. Early in Christian 
tradition, the destruction of the temple 
was seen as evidence of God’s final 
judgement on Israel. The temple service 

had come to its end. The role of the 
Jewish people was over. The church took 
its place. Had not Jesus himself foretold 
it when the disciples pointed out the 
magnificent temple complex to Him? 
“Not one stone will be left on another” 
(Matthew 24:2). 

Jesus and the Temple
Could Jesus really have meant it that 
way? It is remarkable with how much 
esteem Jesus speaks of the temple. 
When He overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the chairs of the 
pigeon sellers, He did so to bring the 

temple back to its purpose: “It is written, 
He said to them, ‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a 
den of robbers’” (Matthew 21:13), quoting 
the prophets Isaiah (56:7) and Jeremiah 
(7:11). In the rendering of John’s gospel, 
Jesus even spoke about the ‘House of My 
Father’. The temple is His Father’s 
House. That is where the Son is a child 
at home, where even as a twelve year old 
boy, He Himself was already engaged in 
the things of His Father (Luke 2:49).

First Disciples 
The temple also played an important 
role in the lives of Jesus’ first followers. 
We read of Peter and John going to the 
temple together for afternoon prayer 
(Acts 3:1). It is quite conceivable that the 
disciples were also together in a room in 
the temple complex in that early 

morning of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-2). Even 
when the letter to the Hebrews talks 
about the transient nature of the first 
covenant (Hebrews 8:13), it does not 
necessarily mean that the temple is no 
longer significant. The temple service is 
renewed, but not abolished.

Jesus identified Himself with the 
temple: “Destroy this temple, and I will 
raise it again in three days” (John 2:19, 
Matthew 26:61). So does His resurrection 
on the third day also guarantee the 
rebuilding of the temple in the 
Messianic kingdom? The seer John, 

when he saw the new Jerusalem coming 
down from heaven, heard the words: 
“God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people” (Revelation 21:3). Is it the temple? 
But then he received a second vision of 
the holy city, or maybe he was looking 
even closer. And then it says: “I did not 
see a temple in the city, because the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple” (Revelation 21:22). So the temple 
holds a promise: God will be with 
mankind. So when we now remember 
together with Israel, the destruction of 
the temples, it is no longer in opposition 
to Israel, but sharing in the expectation, 
given to Israel, of the coming of that 
Messianic kingdom.

 Jews gather at the Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem, at the end of Tisha B'Av fast, on 13 August 2024. | Photo: Chaim Goldberg/Flash90

Joy cannot be complete until Jerusalem 
and the temple are rebuilt. At the same time, 
this day marks a renewal in Judaism. The 
temple had fallen away as the centre of 
worship. How was it to continue?
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Tisha B’Av
Mourning for the Destruction of the Temple



A Tale of Two Cyruses
The Inimitable Eddie Jacobsen—Part 2
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University in the 
Ranking

A recently published report about the 
quality of universities ranks the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 65th, 
on a list of two thousand universities. 
The Weizman Institute of Science 
ranks 70th. The ranking of other Israeli 
educational institutes has fallen 
compared to last year. The well-
known American Harvard University 
ranks first again. The investigation 
examined twenty thousand 
educational institutions. | Photo: Flash90.

Rising Gas Export
The export of Israeli gas has increased 

3in 2024 to 13.2 billion m , compared to 
311.6 billion m  in 2023. This increase 

continues the upward trend of recent 
years. Production started in the 
offshore Leviathan gas field in 
December 2019 and in the Karish gas 
field in October 2022. Since 2021 Israeli 
gas exports have increased by 86%. 
This means that 49% of Israeli gas 
production is exported momentarily, 
while 51% is for inland use. The biggest 
buyers are Egypt and Jordan.

Economic Growth
According to the latest estimate of the 
Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics the 
Israeli economy grew in the first 
quarter of 2025 by 3.4% on an annual 
basis. The private consumption per 
capita however increased by 6.1% on 
an annual basis. This increase meant a 
reversal compared to last year, when 
in the fourth quarter of 2024 a rise of 
4.1% was noted. A decrease of private 
consumption is often considered as an 
indication of declining consumer 
confidence.

Modern Invention
Salim Al-Zre’i, a former employee of 
PLO and PA-chairman Yasser Arafat, 
recently made a remarkable 
statement. The experienced terrorist 
admitted that “The Palestinian people 
arrived in Israel not before four 
hundred years after the Ottoman 
occupation (i.e. 15th century) in the 
Land of Israel.” The Ottoman rule over 
Israel ended in 1917 during WW1. 
When the Palestinians, according to 
Salim Al-Zre’l arrived after that period, 
he unwittingly acknowledged the 
historical fact that the ‘Palestinian 
people’ are a modern invention.

Short News

  Christopher J Archern
Co-chair | New Zealand Israel 
Friendship Association Inc.

Following the return of the exiles in the 
time of the Persian kings, the 
inhabitants of Judah remained in their 
own land until the Roman general 
Pompey’s conquest of Judea in 63 BCE. 
The first Jewish War (66-73 CE) resulted 
in the destruction of the Temple. The 
Bar Kokhba revolt (133-135 CE) resulted 
in a great expulsion of Jews from Judea 
and initiated a second Diaspora, which 
scattered Jews among the nations even 
into the twentieth century. 

Through the intervening centuries, Jews 
remembered the words of their prophets 
like Ezekiel, who prophesied before the 
destruction of the first temple, “I will 
take you from the nations and gather you 
from all the countries and bring you into 
your own land… You shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to your fathers, and you 
shall be My people, and I will be your 

iGod.”  In the eighth century BCE Isaiah 
had prophesied, “the Lord will extend His 
hand yet a second time to recover the 
remnant that remains of His people… from 

 iithe four corners of the earth.”  The re-
gatherings referred to in these 
prophesies presupposed a far wider 
dispersion than that which followed 
their first exile.

The closing years of the nineteenth 
century witnessed the birth of the 
Zionist movement. In the face of 
European antisemitism, Theodor Herzl 
published a book which advocated for a 
Jewish State. Chaim Weizmann, who 
became president of the World Zionist 
Organisation, was a friend of Lord 
Arthur Balfour, the Foreign Secretary in 
the British War Cabinet. This contact 
led to the formulation of the ‘Balfour 
Declaration’ on 31 October 1917, which 
declared British support for a Jewish 
homeland in the post-war years.

Following the end of WW1, the 
victorious powers established the 
League of Nations and gave control of 
Palestine to Britain. This was known as 
the British Mandate. Arab uprisings in 
Palestine from 1936-1939 resulted in a 
‘White Paper’ in which the government 
repudiated the intentions of the Balfour 
declaration, fearing the loss of support 
of the Arab nations. Even as the Jews of 
Europe were facing extermination in 
Nazi Concentration camps, the ‘White 
Paper’ restricted emigration to Palestine 
to 75,000 Jews over five years. 

The British Government advised the UN 
that it would end its mandate at 
midnight on 14 May 1948. If there were 

to be a Jewish homeland, it would not be 
the result of British intervention. 
Resolution 181 was presented to the 
newly constituted United Nations on 29 
November 1947, proposing the 
partitioning of Palestine into a Jewish 
and an Arab homeland. The American 
State Department and then Secretary of 
State, George C Marshall, opposed 
partitioning and advocated extending the 
UN mandate. Marshall warned President 
Harry S Truman against offending the 
Arab oil states. Despite these misgivings, 
Truman instructed his ambassador to 
support the resolution.  Thirty-three 
nations voted in favour of Partition, and 
all the Arab states opposed it.

Violence in Palestine continued to grow, 
and Zionist lobbyists aggressively attacked 
Marshall’s position. Truman was a great 
admirer and friend of George C Marshall, 
a hero of post-WW2 reconstruction, so he 
refused to meet with the Zionists. 
Impasse! Enter Eddie Jacobsen.

Born in 1891 in New York City to 
immigrant Jewish parents, Eddie’s life 
took a significant turn when he enlisted 
in the US Army in 1917. He was 
recruited by a young lieutenant, Harry S 
Truman, to help run the unit canteen. 
Their enterprise was a financial success, 
and after the war, they became partners 
in a men’s clothing business. The 
business failed, and Eddie spent the rest 
of his working life as a travelling 
salesman. Harry Truman went on to 
become the 33rd President of the United 
States of America,

The two men remained lifelong friends. 
Eddie was the only Jew who had open 
access to the White House, with the 
proviso that he never raised the subject 

of Palestine. Because of his relationship 
with Truman, Eddie Jacobsen was 
approached by the Zionist lobby to 
request that the President receive 
Chaim Weizmann. Eddie Jacobsen 
agreed, and on 15 March 1948, he met 
with Truman immediately, broaching 
the forbidden subject. A long silence 
ensued before the President agreed. 
After meeting Weizmann in secret five 
days later, he was won over to support 
the resolution calling for a Jewish 
homeland.

Truman upheld his pledge, and on the 
night of 14 May 1948, America became 
the first country to recognise the State 
of Israel, with Truman responding just 
eleven minutes after Ben Gurion’s 
declaration. On 25 May, in a ceremony 
at the White House, Harry Truman was 
presented with a magnificent Torah 
Scroll sent by Weizmann, who was now 
President of Israel, in appreciation of 
America’s support.

In 1953, shortly after retiring from the 
presidency, Truman was introduced to a 
Jewish audience in New York by Eddie 
Jacobson as the man who helped bring 
the State of Israel into existence. “What 
do you mean, helped?” Truman 
interjected. “I am Cyrus! I am Cyrus!”

Eddie Jacobsen died in 1955, having 
refused to exploit his part in influencing 
Truman’s decision. Heros come in all 
sizes and in all ages and, just as Cyrus 
the Persian was moved by the God of 
Israel to facilitate the return of the 
Jewish exiles in the sixth century BCE, 
so also was an American ‘Cyrus’ moved 
to facilitate the return of Jewish exiles 
nearly two and a half millenia later.
i iiEzekiel 36:24 28 (ESV),  Isaiah 11:1-12 (ESV)

Israeli Ambassador Eliahu Elath presents President Truman with a silver ark for the Scrolls of the Law, 
a gift from President Weizmann. | Photo: Harry S Truman Library & Museum
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When we decided to move to Haifa in 
1982, it was after only brief 
consideration. Our eldest child was on 
the way, and we wanted to raise our 
family in a multicultural environment 
—one where tolerance wasn’t just an 
ideal but a way of life.

Joe Bennett, the father of our former 
(and hopefully future) prime minister, 
was the estate agent who showed us our 
first flat. Since then, we have lived in the 
same neighbourhood, moving three 
times but never far. Our neighbourhood 
is known for the fact that seventy 
percent of children raised here return to 
live here as adults. In our case, two of 
our three children live just down the 
street, which means we have seven of 
our ten grandchildren living nearby.

All Israelis
Our children went to a public school 
alongside Muslim, Druze, Christian, and 
Baha’i classmates. They learned English 
as well as Arabic. What united them all 
was that they are all Israelis. And this 
was important to us, because we believe 
prejudice can be prevented when you 
invest in the future—and children are 
the future.

A Multicultural City
Haifa is a multicultural city woven 
together by the threads the new Israeli 
culture. At its port, ships are loaded and 
unloaded during the day, and at night 
dozens of trucks with heavy containers 
leave for Jordan and even Saudi Arabia.

During the month of December, we 
celebrate the ‘Feast of Feasts’ in Haifa 
for four weeks. This is widely known. 
Christmas, Hanukkah, New Year’s Eve 
and sometimes Ramadan are celebrated 
together in the old city down by the 
port. Half a million visitors come from 
across Israel and abroad to experience 
this unique spectacle. Ben Gurion 
Boulevard, stretching from the harbour 
to the foot of the fairytale Baha’i 
Gardens, is at its busiest, while in the 
middle of the street stands a large 
Christmas tree next to a Chanukiah 
(eight-branched candelabra). Once a 
year, we have an ‘open day of religion’, 
when mosques, synagogues and 
churches are open to visitors and 
explanations are provided. This is a 
great way to learn about other cultures.

Conversations
After 43 years in this city, I have 
developed a circle of friends as diverse as 
the city itself. This was not intentional, 
it is just a reflection of life in Haifa. 
Tragically, some terrorist attacks have 
underscored our diversity: the victims, 
like the city, came from many different 
backgrounds. Haifa isn’t perfect. We 
have problems, but we solve them 
through conversation, not conflict.

Tolerance
A few years ago, our daughter decided to 
get married on Independence Day. It 
was a deliberate decision. Among the 
guests was Wassim, a friend of our son, 
a Muslim and an outspoken supporter of 
the Palestinian cause. He’s been a close 
friend of our son since childhood and a 

regular visitor to our home since he was 
five. Though we don’t share his views, 
we respect him, and he respects us. On 
the day of the wedding, Wassim arrived 
just before the ceremony—straight from 
a Nakba demonstration, still wearing his 
‘Free Palestine’ T-shirt. I looked at him 
and he gestured that he would change, 
which he did immediately. That 
tolerance is characteristic of Haifa. 
Different opinions are good for 
discussion, but it is not a competition to 
see who is right. When we look out from 
the Louis Boulevard onto our beautiful 
bay and the mountains of Lebanon, we 
hear Hebrew, as well as Arabic and 
Russian. Some of the Russians who have 
come to live here are Christian and go to 
church down in the old town. No one 
minds. Many doctors, nurses and 
pharmacists are Arab. There is nothing 
unusual about that in our city. By the 
way: you can only taste the best 
hummus in the world in Haifa.

Home
No, this is not a promotional pitch for 
Haifa—although you are more than 
welcome to visit!  It is simply a 
description of the city that has become 
my home over the years. The endless 
beaches, museums, parks and seaside 
boulevards are a delight to walk along— 
which is necessary after a delicious 
oriental meal in one of our restaurants. 
Unfortunately, I cannot recommend a 
specific restaurant: I have been to many 
restaurants and still don't know which 
one is the best. You’ll just have to come 
and decide for yourself.

Colourful Haifa

View on Haifa. | Photos: Flash90
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  JNS Staffn
The father of slain Israeli embassy staffer Sarah 
Milgrim described his daughter as a source of strength 
and courage in the family’s first network TV interview 
since her murder in Washington, DC on 21 May.

“Usually a parent tries to mold their child; Sarah 
molded us,” a grieving and emotionally shaken 
Robert Milgrim told CBS News’ Jonah Kaplan. “She 
was a stronger person than I ever was.”

Sarah’s mother, Nancy, and her older brother, Jacob, 
joined the interview, which aired on 4 June.

“I told Nancy after this happened that I’m a different 
person now than before—sadly—from learning so 
much about what Sarah did and her courage.” He 
then affirmed Kaplan’s addition, saying, “And her 
striving for peace, yes.”
Sarah Lynn Milgrim, 26, and fellow embassy staffer 
and her Israeli partner, Yaron Lischinsky, 30, were 
gunned down after attending an event centered on 
improving humanitarian aid to the Middle East.
The shooter, identified as Elias Rodriguez, apparently 
wanted to kill Israelis or Jews at the American Jewish 

Committee event hosted by 
the Capital Jewish 
Museum. He shouted “Free, 
free, Palestine” and claimed 
he “did it for Gaza.”
Milgrim’s funeral was held 
at Congregation Beth 
Torah in Overland Park, 
Kansas, on 27 May. She was 
brought up in Kansas City’s 
small Jewish community.

The shooting happened 
days before Milgrim and 
Lischinsky were to fly to 
Israel, where he intended to 
propose, said Yechiel Leiter, 
Israel’s ambassador to the 
United States. Instead, their funerals were held a day 
apart—Milgrim’s in Kansas and Lischinsky’s in Israel.

She was a graduate student at American University’s 
School of International Service and worked tirelessly 
to promote peace between Israel and its neighbours 
before she joined the Israeli embassy.

The double murder in DC was followed 11 days later 
by an attack on a Boulder, Colorado, rally for Israeli 
hostages held by Hamas terrorists in Gaza, further 
intensifying concerns over escalating antisemitic 
violence in the United States.

Slain Israeli Embassy Staffer’s Father: “Sarah Molded Us”

Sarah Lynn Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky were murdered in Washington in May. 
| Photo: Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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Part of our mission is to comfort Israel and the Jewish 
people through prayer and action. If you would like to 
support one of our projects you can complete the coupon 
on page 16 or make an online donation. Thank you very 
much for your support!

Aliyah
Aliyah is the Hebrew 
word for the return of 
the Jewish people to 
Israel. We support Aliyah 
mainly from Ukraine (and 
the former Soviet Union), 
but also from India and 
France. Furthermore, we 
help new immigrants (in 
Hebrew: olim) to integrate into Israeli society. 

Hineni Soup Kitchen
We help the poor of 
Israel, by providing them 
with food. We do this in 
partnership with the 
Hineni Center in 
Jerusalem, headed by 
Benjamin Philip. Your gift 
for the soup kitchen goes 
directly to the purchase 
of food.

Holocaust Survivors
We support 
impoverished Holocaust 
survivors in Israel and 
Ukraine through various 
projects which provide 
assistance to survivors of 
the Holocaust. Those 
survivors are elderly and 
will not be among us for 
long, and there is a growing demand for practical 
assistance.

Christian Friends of 
Israeli Communities 
(CFOIC)
You can support the 
Jewish communities in 
Judea and Samaria, the 
heart of Biblical Israel. 
The main purpose is to 
encourage the people in 
the Biblical Heartland 
and to show them that there are Christians throughout 
the world who support them and share the belief that the 
areas of Judea and Samaria are part of Israel’s inheritance. 

Food Parcel 
Campaign Ukraine
We distribute food 
parcels amongst Jewish 
people in Ukraine. These 
parcels are handed out to 
Holocaust survivors, 
needy families, and the 
sick. Those food parcels 
are a sign of friendship 
that demonstrates your support for our Jewish brothers 
and sisters and that they are not alone. 

Arab Christians
Life for Christians in 
Bethlehem is often not 
easy. Christians for Israel 
supports the First Baptist 
Church of Rev Naim 
Khoury in Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem. The members 
of this church spread the 
gospel among Arabs and 
share their love and heart for Israel and the Jewish people.

For country-specific or further information on our projects, 
go to our website, www.c4israel.org

Our Projects OverviewDifficult is also Possible
  Koen Carliern

Aliyah Fieldworker | Christians for Israel 
Ukraine

When something does not go smoothly, you 
quite often hear people say, “It was an uphill 
battle”. Now that the war has been going on 
for almost forty months, we have 
experienced what it means to be in an uphill 
battle on a regular basis!

Take 87-year-old Marat from the small town 
of Kryzopol. He did not want to leave for 
Israel. He kept saying no to his daughter and 
granddaughter who had emigrated to Israel 
years earlier and now live in Ashdod. “We don’t want you 
and Mom to wither away,” his daughter pleaded. “You 
have no one left in Ukraine— your whole family is 
already in Israel.” After much persuasion, Marat finally 
agreed. We were asked to accompany him and his wife, 
Liusia, to the Israeli embassy in Kiev for an interview and 
to apply for exit visas.

A Long Trip
Twice, the trip had to be postponed due to illness. 
Marat is a Holocaust survivor and carries this past with 
him. The third time it all went well. They received 
their exit visas the same day and we brought them and 
others to Kishenov for their flight to Israel. The 420-
kilometre trip took more than twelve hours. At the 
border, we endured hours of delays, barely moving. 
When an air raid siren went off, we came to a complete 
standstill. But eventually, we crossed into Moldova. 
Marat was calm and once we passed the border he 
smiled! We wished him and the others a blessed 
journey to the land of their forefathers.  

Aliyah During Wartime
On Wednesday, 11 June, we brought a group of 
Ukrainian immigrants (olim) to Moldova. Their 
departure for Israel, scheduled for Thursday evening, 
12 June, went ahead as planned. But the very next day, 
13 June, Israel launched an attack on Iran. For the olim, 
who had only just arrived in their new homeland, the 

homecoming was not easy. They spent their first days 
in bomb shelters. Everyone had prepared for a difficult 
integration, but few had expected to begin their new 
life in the midst of a war with Iran.
On 13 June, Israel’s airspace was closed, forcing the next 
trips for olim from Sumy and other cities in Ukraine to 
be postponed. It was a major setback for many. While 
Ukraine’s airspace had already been closed for over 
forty months, we had never before experienced Israel’s 
airspace being closed indefinitely as well.
After twelve days of war, Israeli airspace reopened and 
Aliyah efforts resumed. Just one day after the ceasefire, 
a scheduled flight carrying 110 Jews from Western 
Europe was able to proceed—a miracle if you ask me. 
We are living in Biblical times and see Isaiah 43:6 being 
fulfilled even in this time of war and hardship: “I will 
say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not 
hold them back! Bring My sons from afar and My 
daughters from the ends of the earth.’”

Moving Forward
Drone and rocket attacks in Ukraine continue 
unabated—more than a thousand drones and dozens 
of rockets have been fired in recent days. Still, 
immigration via Moldova is resuming.
It is crucial to continue praying for the safety of all 
drivers and olim, and that every journey—however 
difficult—will end in safe arrival.

Marat and his wife Liusia on their way to Israel. | Photo: C4I Ukraine

  Danielle Morn
Jewish Agency for Israel

16 June 2025. My Safta (grandmother), an iconic 
mother of 12, grandmother of 60 and great-
grandmother to a number she is unwilling to disclose, 
has been weeping for Israel for nearly two years now.

For the past few weeks, at the Jerusalem home she has 
lived in since 1952, which has no shelter, she has taken 
cover in an inner room with her care cover, a loving 
Muslim, Farsi speaking woman from Uzbekistan. 
During the sirens, they embrace, weep and pray.

My Safta weeps for the destruction in Israel, for the 
already 24 lives stolen, among them an 94 year old 
woman pulled from the rubble and two brothers, 
just eight and ten years old.

My Safta weeps for the many hundreds of homes 
destroyed, for the some 200 wounded and in 
hospitals, for the ‘survivor-refugees’ in the central 
cities of Israel who must build their lives anew. 

My Safta weeps for the over 300,000 reservist 
soldiers who have been fighting for four and even five 

terms of service, away 
from home. At the same 
time, she prays that 
Iran—the country of her 
youth, Teheran—the 
beautiful city of her birth, 
with its nearby snow 
capped mountains she 
used to, would all be 
freed from the 
murderous, hateful 
regime of the Ayatollahs 
and be returned to the 
people she once and perhaps still, feels such a part of. 

Serving at The Jewish Agency, the same organisation 
through which my Safta came from Iran, the same 
organisation that provided her first home and her 
current home, always reminds me of the strength we 
have as a people.

As my Safta weeps, we can arise, perhaps even like 
lions, to give comfort and strength to wipe away the 
tears.

My Grandmother is Praying for Iran



In June, Israel responded to the long-standing threat 
from Iran with decisive action. The infamous 
countdown clock in Tehran—a symbol of the call for 
Israel’s destruction—has been temporarily stopped. But 
the response and aftermath has been devastating.

Iran launched over 500 ballistic missiles toward Israel. 
While many were intercepted, dozens broke through, 
causing catastrophic damage. These missiles were 
designed to destroy—and some succeeded. Entire 
neighbourhoods were reduced to rubble. The toll was 
high: 28 lives lost, hundreds injured, and thousands 
displaced. Cities were on high alert. Shelters 
overflowed. The nation faced a state of emergency.

Since 7 October 2023, we have been providing critical 
support to those affected by war and terror—including 
food, shelter, trauma care, and psychological support 
for children. Now, in the wake of the war with Iran, this 
support is more urgent than ever.

Despite everything that is happening, we hold to the 
hope that has always carried the people of Israel: Am 
Yisrael Chai–The people of Israel live.

We trust in God’s promise in the Scriptures: “The Lord 
will inherit Judah as His portion in the Holy Land and will 
again choose Jerusalem. Be still before the Lord, all 
mankind, because He has roused Himself from His holy 
dwelling.” (Zechariah 2:12–13)

Thanks to the generosity of supporters like you, 
Christians for Israel was able to respond swiftly in 
June—and through our partners we were able to 
provide food to soup kitchens, provide shelter for 
traumatised children, and now help begin the 
restoration of damaged homes and schools.

Your support is still needed. Together, we can 
continue to stand with Israel during this critical 
time. Your gift brings practical help and a message 
of hope.

Thank you for your prayers, your 
compassion, and your unwavering support.

Our  Projects
16

Ongoing Emergency Aid for Israel

Soup Kitchen Hineni provided hundreds of extra meals because of the War. | Photo: Hineni Jerusalem ZAKA employees provide first aid at the sites where rockets from Iran have struck. | Photo: ZAKA
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YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel

TO MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION: 
Go to our website: www.c4israel.org/support

INTERNET BANKING: 

Ref: Your name & donation purpose

Account Holder: Christians for Israel International

Bank Account No: NL12 ABNA 06275.15.460

Bank: ABN-AMRO Bank, Nijkerk, The Netherlands

BIC/Swift code: A B N A N L 2 A

Please confirm by emailing international@c4israel.org
Name: __________________________________

Address: __________________________________

 __________________________________

Phone: __________________________________

Email:  __________________________________

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL MINISTRY DONATION 

o My donation for ministry costs, print & post ......................
o Emergency Situation in Israel $...................

ALIYAH - BRING THE JEWS HOME 

o One person from Ukraine - € 135 | US $150 .....................

o One family (5 people) - 750 ...................... € 675 | US $

o One bus (25 people) - 5000 ......................€ 4500 | US $

o First Home in the Homeland - € 450 | US $465 .....................

o Bnei Menashe (India) (1 person) - € 950 | US $1000 .....................

o Aliyah Ethiopia .....................

SOCIAL WELFARE PROJECTS 

o Meals on Wheels - € 5 | US $5 each $......................

o Food Parcels in Ukraine - € 15 | US $15 each $......................

o Children at Risk - Jaffa Institute $......................

o Hineni Soup Kitchen - € 7,50 | US $7.50 per meal $......................

o Holocaust Survivors Ukraine and Moldova $....................

o Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC) $....................

o Arab Christians $.................... 

    TOTAL DONATION ..................... 

TEACHING RESOURCES  

o Israel on Trial (Book) by Andrew Tucker

o 70 Questions About Israel (Book) by Chan Siew Fong  

o Israel 70 Years (One-off Collector’s Magazine) 
tho Jerusalem 50 Anniversary (One-off Collector’s Magazine)  

o Israel: Covenants & Kingdom (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer

o Why Israel? (Book) o Why Jerusalem? (Book)  o Why End Times? (Book)  

o Why Israel? (Trilogy Book Set) 

o Why Israel? Study Guides (Trilogy Book Set) 

o Why Israel? (DVD) o Why Jerusalem? (DVD) o Why End Times? (DVD)  

o Why Israel? (Trilogy DVD Set)  

o Why Israel? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)  

o  Why Jerusalem?  (Book, DVD & Study Guide) 

o  Why End Times?  (Book, DVD & Study Guide)

To order these and other resources, go to www.c4israel.org/webshop                        
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